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TO THE 

\ RIGHV HONOURABLE 
THE EARL OF STAMFORD. 



MY LORD, 

1 MpST hximbly intreiit yoyr Lord-* 
fliip to pardon the liberty I now take, 
in dedicating the following four to your 
Lordfhip« 

The original motive in dedications 
was certainly, my Lord, endeavouring to 
ihelter the author from the malevolence 
of critics, under the wing and fan&ion of 
thpfe who were confidered, by the pub» 
lie, as perfons whofe judgment and 
virtue entitled them to that prero- 
gative. 

* It 
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DEDICATION. 

It has, however, my Lord, too often 

happened^ ^that the author ^nd the 
public have differed in ideas i and the 
laboured panegyric of the author has 
been treated wirh cdntempt,' ^ hockuifb 
fiftitious ; to decorate with imaginary 
virtue^, is fatire, not panegyric 5 ridi* 
cufe, not complinient. 

In this refpe£tj» my Lordj^ I niiift 
?fteem myfelf fingularly fortunatc^j as 
the world is already convinced of ypu^ 
Lordlhip^s virtues and charader; nor 
can I add to the high opinion they have 
of your Lordfliip, by any weak attempj 
at flattery. 

This general opinion, niy Lord, can- 
pot be built on partiality ; fince^ whe-r 
ther we cpnfider your Lordfliip as ^ 
fenator, or in a domeftic line,, your 
Lordfliip flijnes with equal luftre. la 
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DEDICATIOK; 

the fenate ttdtffni^ unwarped^bycourdy 
funihine or licentioufnefs ; equally a 
friend to your King and Country — ^but 
yet not a flave to minifters! Zealous 
to maintain the juft equilibrium between 
prerogative and liberty, and, with all 
moderate men, lamenting the prel|pt 
unhappy divifions, , 

In a moral and domeflic life> your 
Lordihtp i^ a niodel to mankind.-^Ic 
has often been faid, my Lord, that 
V^rt$te is its own reward i this truth is 
clearly evinced in your Lordlhip.—- 
Happy in a moft amiable family, they 
fctftrt to derive their blifi from you. 
May your mutual felicity be long unin- 
terrupted 5 and may your illuftrious 
progeny, by the judicious education 
they receive, and the bright exam- 
ples fet before them, * become, as you, 
a a my 
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DSDICATIOMT. 

toy Lonif tnify oniMdtMsl to their 
countiy. 



With M humility and fefpeft, 
I am. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordihip's devoted 
Obedient humble icrvant. 



• 



JOHN RICHARD. 
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R E A D E R. 



I T has become a fafhion with fevery 
traveller to publifli his Toruit« and the 
fuccefs ibme of thoie publications have 
met with,' has^ as might he expend, 
caufed the public to be burthened wich 
an infinite nmnber of puerile and fu« 
tile publications, which the prefs has 
literally groaned under for fome years. 

The fucceeding letters were written 
by the author to a friend in London, 
without being then defigned for publi- 
cation. Were a writer invariably ta 
aflign the real caufe of publifhing his 
worksj it would not, perhaps, prove 

the 
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ADDRESS TO THB READER^ 

the moft forcible recommendation of 
his produftion* Suffice it, therefore, 
only to fay, that vanity, he flatters 
himfelfi is not the motive, and that he 
can bnly recommend it as fbunded on 
perfbnal knowledge, and ocular de^ 
monilration^ 

lie indulges himfclf iii the opiniort^ 
that the following fheets will not only 
be of utility to thdfe who may propofe 
making the fame tour, hm that alfo 
ftMTic knowledge may be derived to the 
turious, defifoils of ac(!juiring real in- 
formation of countries lefs frequented 
by travellers than the more fouthern 
dimes of Europe* 

Though this TctJR was made a few 
years fince, the author, on penifal, 
cannot difdover that any material addi- 
tion can be made to it; but^ on the 
t contrary. 
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ADDRESS TO THE READER. 

contrary, he is happy in finding, from 
fhe information of ffeyj^ral Ruffian gen*- 
t}emen now ii> England for fhe benefit 
of education, (^p the Emprefs's expcncc) 
that they coincide with the author's 
ientiments in almoft every relj)e6t. 

The fcholaftic improvement that muft 
^leceffarily refuit from the inftrudfcion 
thefe young gentlemen will rpccive, 
may protjably tend to dilperfe that 
cloud, which ftill overwhelms all at- 
tempt^ at literary refinpmpnt. 

With regard to the nautical ftate of 
Huflia^ the author ftill retains his for- 
mer id^a ; being-fully coriyinccd, th^t, 
for ^he i^afons affign^ d in the following 
iheets, the Rqflians will not, for fome 
f^ges, become formidable 4$ a naval 
power. 
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LONDON TO RUSSIA. 



LETTER I. 

SIR, Elfineur. . 

AGREEABLE to the requeft you 

made at my departure, I commence my 

correfpondence from the firft port I have 

reached in my intended tour. 

' I arrived here sifter a tolerable paf- 
fage of nine days, during which time 
nothing remarkable happened ; I could 
not however, without concern, view 
the prodigious number oC French and 
B Putch 
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Dutch fifhing boats that fwarm on our 
coafts, robbing us as it were of our na- 
tural property; various fchemes have 
been planned, and many projects formed, 
to revive a branch of commerce fo un- ^ 
accountably Joft. As yet, they feem 
to have failed, by what means, I will 
not pretend to determine. 

Elflneur is a fmall, but a neat 
town, fituate on the ifland of Zealand ; 
an old caftle, called Cronenberg,. com- 
mands the paflage, and all fhips, except 
' men of war, are obliged to lower their 
"" fails, and come to an anchor. There is 
a cuilom or toll levied here by the 
|JIing of Denmark on the refpeftiye 
^^ cargoes, both pafling and repafling, and 
^^ this duty forms a confiderable part of 
the Danifh revenue. This duty is cal-» 

culated by the bills of loading, which 

\ a^-e 
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arc here produced,- and encreafes an- 
nually by the prodigious trade of Pe- 
ter/burgh: this duty, though now focon- 
fiderable, was origipally eftablifhed for 
the purpofe of defraying the expences 
of buoys and light-houfes, which meet* 
ing with no oppofition from other na- 
tions, it has infenfibly become a tri- 
bute. 

The channel, or as it is ufually^alled^ 
the Sound, that feparates the D^ifli * 
from the Swedifh fhore, is nearly three 
miles oven Charles the twelfth paflcd 
it, when ftozCj with his whole army 
and artillery* . . fc 

. Being, wind bound, I had an op-* 
portunity of feeing Copenhagen, the 
capital of Denmark; which is about 
twehr? miles fr<»B. Elfincur, 

B z 'Tis " 



Digitized by Google 



y 



• k 



( + ) 

Tis a clean handfome city, although 
not very large, and the ufual refidence 
of the Danifh royal family. The court 
is brilliant, although not numerous, and 
feveral of the nobility have a turn to 
literature; but arbitrary governments 
ever fetter genius, and damp inqui- 
ries. 

' Mr. Molefworth, in his account of 

Denmark, gives the Danes this Angular 

charafter ; " I never knew, fays he, a 

" country where the minds of the 

" people were more upon a level, as 

** we find none of extraordinary parts 

" or qualifications, or excdlent in 

/^ particular ftudies or arts, fo we. 

" fee no enthufiafts, madnrien, natural 

** fools, or whimfical people ; a cer- 

^* tain equality of underftanding reigns 

f^ among them, every one plods on in 

«« the 



Digitized by Google 



^ i ) 

*'.thc ordinary beaten track of com- ^ 
^' mon fenfe/' 

If this charadter is juftly founded, 
it forms certainly a ftriking con- 
traft to the manners of oiir own coun-. 
try ; where furely enthufiafm, credulity, 
folly, and whim, form a principal part 
of the character of its inhabitants. 

tt may be a doubt with Ipecula- 
tifts, to which nation preference ought • 
to be given in that refpeft ; whether* 
men of extraordinary abilities, jumbled 
with the foibles above mentioned, form 
a more envied, charafter than the more 
even diipofitions of the Danes. ; 

The trade of Denmark is not very 
confiderable ; they have a fitiall fhare 
in the Eaft-India trade ; the greateft part 
of the tea they import is run into * 

B ? Scot- 
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Scotland and other places. Their navy 
though not numerous, is kept in excellent 
order, and their troops are under the 
moft cxaft difcipline. 

Since the baniflmnent of the late un- 
happy Queen of Denmark, French po- 
liticks prevail in the cabinet,** and 
nothing but fear, prevent the Danes 
from refenting the Ipirited behaviour 
of the Britifh monarch* 

* The political ryftcmof Sweden feems nowchaftg- 
Jng> the jealoufy between that court and Ruffia feems 
to fubfidc ; this being the cafe, Denmark has more to 
fear, as thofe two powers would certainly overwhelm 
\$ ||her, in cafe of a ruptures nothing but a ftri6t al* 
^ance with France can poffibly proteft her, as Eng- 
ad will naturally coincide with Ruflia and Sweden, 
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L E T T E R IL 

SIR, Peterfburgh. 

SAILING from Elfineur, you 
have a fine view of Copenhageru The 
gulph of Finland is efteemed a moft 
dangerous paffage, by reafon of the 
great number of rocks and iflands in- 
tcriperfed in the gulph j a confiderable 
number of veflels are annually loft oa 
the ifland of Bornholm, and other 
fmaller iflands. It is obferved, that in 
the greateft part of the Baltick, the 
water is not fait, but brackifh, and not 
frequented by fifli. 

'At the diftance of ten or twelve 

miles, Gronflot or Cronftadt appears, 

a beautiful city, by reafon of the houfes 

and buildings being painted white ; but 

B 4 ' I was 
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I was miferably difappointed on land- 
ing, as what I had conceived fuch a 
magnificent idea of were mere ruins, 
uninhabited. 

Cronflot is an ifland about fifteen 
miles weft' of St. Peterfburgh, at the 
bottom of the gulph of Finland ; it is 
totally barren, the inhabitants are chfefly 
foldiers and failors, who -are employed 
in the repairs of the dock and other 
naval afFairSf 

There is a Ipacious bafon here for 
fhips, that will hold three hundred vef- 
fels^ where they are fecure frbm all 
winds i the dry dock is of prodigious 
extent, being near feven hundred ^- 
thoms in- length, and forty feet deep. 
This dockJs capable of receiving more 
than twelve, ihips of the line. 

Peter 
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Peter the Great once propofed to 
make Cronftadt the feat of trade, and 
accordingly large magazines were built# 
This pFOJeft however was dropped. 

There are no acconamodations for 
travellers, and indeed there is little oc- 
cafion, the crews of the merchantmen 
refiding on board, and pafTengers arc 
Impatient to depart for St. Peter/burgh. 

This is, however, attended with fdmc 
difficulty, for, on landing, Lwas alked 
,for my paffport, which, not having, I 
remained in cuflrody that night, and the 
next mojning went in a fmall boat to 
Peterfburgh, under the diredion and in 
the cuftody of two Ruffian grenadiers, 
ivho conduced me to one of the chanr 
ceries, where, on figning what I did 
pot underftand, I was difcharged, 

|can^ 
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I cannot. omit a circumftancc, which, 
although trifling, gave me no favoura- 
ble idea of arbitrary governments. Du- 
ring my ftay at Elfineur, I had purchafecj 
Ibme large oyfters, thcfc I had dcfigncd 
as prcfents to fome of the Englifh fac- 
tory at Peterfburgh, ; I found myfelf 
however raiftaken, my . oyfters were 
fent to the cuftom-houfe, and intended 
for the Emprefs, as being in better con- 
dition than ufual ; I was indeed told, 
that I mighf fix my own price, and that 
the Emprefs had the right of rcfufal of 
every article imported into her domi* 
liions. This did nal anfwer my pur- 
pofe, and hearing that the dire<9t,or of 
the cuftoms was -full as fond of good 
oyfters as the Emprefs, I compounded 
with him, prefcnted him with a third 
of them for his own ufe, and faved the 
reft. Some of thofe oyfters were fqnt 
toMofcow as prcfen ts, by land, although 
€ the 
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the diftance is four hundred and eighty 
eight Englifti miles. 

The city of St. Pcterfburgh is partly 

* fituatcd on Ibme iilands in the mouth of 

the river Neva, and on the feveral cpri- 

tinencs of Ingria and Carelia, in fixty 

degrees north latitude. 

It was built by Czar Peter Alexowitz 
in a morafs, at the expence of two hun- 
dred thoufand lives, and was originally 
intended as a barrier againft the Swedes, 
the natural enemies of Ruffia ; it is of 
very confider^ble extcnty and being di- 
vided by the Neva, which is nearly half 
a mile wide here, and alfo interfered 
by canals, it has the appearance of fe- 
veral diftinft cities. 

The river at Peterfburgh is deep and 
rapid, and the ice from the lake Ladoga 

cornea 
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comes down in fuch flioals, at the? 
breaking of the froft, that there is no 
poflibility of having any other bridge 
than one of large boats, which is taken 
away at the approach of the froft* 

Peter was fo intent on promdting 
every thing that might coincide with 
his earneft wilh of becoming a nraritime 
power, that he would not confent to any 
bridge beine built here, although the 
chanceries and public offices are chiefly 
on one fide of the Neva, and his pa- 
lace on the other; nay, he would not 
even allow the ufe of oars, but obliged 
thofe who had occafion to crofs the ri- 
ver, to ufe fails, by which feveral per-* 
fons of quality were drowned. 

The chanceries, as they are called, 
form a confiderable building, under 
which is a handfome piazza ; you pafs 

fronts 
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from one office to the other through 
the whole ; a kind of truncheon is ftill 
ihewn, that Peter ufually carried, and 
which he laid oh the ftioulders of his 
commiflioners and clerks, without cc- 
ren1ony> when he obferved them inat- 
tentive to their duty. 



L E T- 



, Digitized by Google- 



( 14 ) 



LETTER III. 

S I R» Peterfburgh. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the endea- 
vours of Peter the Great to introduce 
men of learning and fcience into his 
dominions, he did not live long enough 
to fulfil, in any degree, his pWn j and 
in truth, thofe who went from England 
and other jjjaces on the ftrength of pro- 
mifes, found themfelves miferably dif- 
appointed, and but few remained there. 

During the reign of the Emprefs Ann, 
foreigners were countenanced at court j 
but on the revolution which brought 
Elizabeth on the throne, the Ruffians 
became eager to affume their former 
manners, and foreigners were held in 
great contempt. 

During 
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Dutitig hct reign fcJencc flept, not 4 
iingk volume could* bt imported int6 
her dominions^, but it was to be perufed 
by officers appointed for that purpofe^ 
which rendered the importation almoft 
impoffiWe. 

When Elizabeth came to the throne, 
by the revolution efFeAcd by Leftock, 
,who was himfelf banilhed by her after- 
wards (this circumftance is not to be 
wondered at, for although we approve 
of the treafon, the traitor is ufually 
detefted), fhe publilhed a decree by 
which (he abolilhed the punilhment of 
death on any account, or for any cririie, 
which gave encouragement to robbers 
and murderers ; this was a political 
ftroke to bind the lower clafs of per- 
fons ro her intereft. 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth was a perfon of ah amo-* 
reus turn, and (he indulged her paffions 
without ceremony or reftraint, nor was 
her choice always from the nobility, 
perfons of very mean rank had fomc- 
times the good fortune to pleafe her. 

Her difpofition being known, all the 
foreign courts made a point of fending 
as their ambafladors, men, whofe per- 
fons and addrefs might affift their ne- 
gotiations. The Britilh court recallecl 
the blunt Tyrawley, to fend the gallant 
Sir Charles Hanbu'ry Williams, of amo- 
rous memory, who, if fame miftakes 
not, was at leaft as fuccefsful as his 
brother ambafladors. 

Among the foreign minifters who 
pretended to have been honoured with 
the good graces of Elizabeth, was the 
Marquis de la Chetardie, the French 

. miniftcr. 
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tninifter* - tlis appearance artd fuite 
Were fo brilliant, that he was ufiially 
tailed the Blazing Stai*. The natural 
Vanity of the Frenchman overfliot the 
difcretion of the Ambaflador ; he was 
indifcreet. The ftern Tjrrawley, envious 
of thie reception he met with at cdurt, 
watched him clofely. It was faid 
means were found to difpatch ^ courier 
who was going to France. A lette^ 
was foiindi in which the l^^rquis talked 
of favours in fuch unreferved terms^ 
that he was direftly recalled* 

Although Elizabeth indulged her 
paiEon for gallantry to extremes, it 
however appears that (he had fome oc- 
cafional qualmi,. and fhe was ftudious 
to avoid any objeft that might remind 
her of mortality, for this reafon all 
mourning was prohibited, nor were any 
monuments or grave (iones permitted. 
, C The 
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The Emprefs Ann, had an unac- 
countable paflion to hear the croaking 
of frogs, and had^ under her chanober 
window, a piece of water well ftored, 
yrith thofe creatures. 

Notwithftanding the numerous n>ili- 
tary eftablilhments in this country, the 
revolutions have happened with little 
or no bloodflied. The one that brought 
Elizabeth on|pie throne was entirely 
brought about by two Englilhmen i 
in the lafl, no one loft his life but the 
unfortunate Prince himfelf. 

In defpotic gpvernnients, the depofi- 
tion of a Prince and his deaths are 
often fynoninioua ^rms^ it happened 
fo with the late Emperor ; a cholic car* 
ried him out of the world in a few 
days. Some indeed haye pretended 
that the diforder was more than natural. 

The 
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The Emperor was ^ P^riiide of M 
open, generous dffpofitiohy ettitilbus t6 
infiitate the conduft of the f«^{ent King 
of Pruffia. He began fome regulations 
with too much zeal and hafte. It is 
well known, that after his death a let- 
ter was found amotig his papers from 
the King of Pruffia, adrifing him by 
no means to attempt fuch rapid changes. 

To his death fucceed|^ that of the 
unfortunate Prince Ivan, who at the re- 
volution of Elizabeth, being then an 
infant, had been Ihut up in a convent 
near Wologda. It is doubtful whether 
he knew himfelf to be a Prince, and 
his death can only be thought extraor- 
dinary, at that junfture, by thofe who 
have no idea bf arbitrary governments. 

A fubaltern officer with fcarcely an 

hundred men, came to the convent 
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where the Prince was confined and de- 
manded him ; the .officer under whbfe 
care he was, gravely anfwers, he will not 
deliver him j a flight fkirmifh enfues*— 
the officer then deflroys the Prince, and 
ofifers his body to the fuppofed rebels. 
This ends the matter, and there re- 
mained no competitor to the throne. 

I am. &c. 
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LETTER ly. 



SIR, ^^ Peterfburgh. 

AS I purpofe. to give youJoixve ohfer- 
vations on the tradp and commerce of 
Ruffia, I fliall very briefly trace it from 
the firft difcovery by Cap^in Chancellor 

in 1553- 

It was in the laft year of Edward the 
Sixth, that a fociety of Englifli mer- 
chants were incorporated by the q^me 
of the Merchants Adventurers for the 
Difcovery of Lands, &c. unknown ; 
they fitted out three fhips, the Admiral, 
commanded by Sir Hugh Willoughby ; 
the Edward Bonadventure, Captain 
Chancellorj and the Bona Confidential- 
C 3 Captain 
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Captain Duforth. They failed from 
Deptford the i ith of May, 1553; they 
were feparated in a ftorm on the coaft 
df Norway ; the Admiral and Confi- 
dentia were froze up on the coaft of 
Laplandj ^nd all the crew perifhed; 
but Captain Chancellor, more fortunate, 
difcovered the bky of St. Nicholas or 
Archangel, and from thence went by 
land to Mofcow, where John Bafilowitz, 
orVafiliwitz refided as fovereign, and 
concluded a treaty of commefce with 
him* 

An Ambaflador arrived from Ruflia 
in the year 1556, 'and made his entry 
in London with great ftate, ' being at- 
tended by a hundred and forty mer- 
chants of thd.Ruflian Company, with 
their fervants in one livery. He was 
met alfo by the Lord Montague and 

three 
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three hundred horfc, by order of the 
court, a little way from the city, and 
by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen on 
horfeback at Smithfield bars, and the 
Ambaflador rode between the Lord 
Mayor and Lord Montague through 
the city, to an apartment in Fenchurch- 
ftrect. 

The Engliih enjoyed the fole benefit 
of the Ruffian trade, for about thirty 
years, when the Dutch came in for a 
fhare, ^nd at this time all nations are 
nearly on the fame footing. 

The balance of trade is greatly in fa* 
vour of RufEa, their imports bearing 
no proportion to their exports ; the im- 
menfe quantities of hemp, flax, iron, 
timber, and other naval articles, ex- 
ported from thence to all parts of the 
C 4 worlds 
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world, IS a continual fourcc of wealth 
to that empire*^* 

There is no public bank or govern- 
ment paper-money. It. will be time 
enough for government to think of that 
refource when the reality is evaporated • 
In England, an extraordinary expence 
of a few millions is hardly perceivable, 
by the manc3euvres of paper-money ; 
in Ruffia the cafe is otherwife, for, 
in the late war with the Turks, by 
the fums fent out of the country to fup- 
port their army, exchange fell twenty 
per cent, that is to fay, that the pur- 

♦ In the year 1745, M^* Hsnway computed the ex" 
ports from St. Peterlburgh were three millions of rou- 
bles; in 1750, the exports were four millions, near 
900,000 pounds ftcrling, their imports then were 
judged, to be two millions ; fmce that period their ex- 
ports have increafed, not only in quantity, but by the 
advance in* price, to a very confiderable amount, but 
their imports have not incrpafcd in proportion. 

chafers 
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chafers of goods in Ruffia^ giving bitft 
in the ufual manner on Amfterdam^ 
paid only forty- two or forty- three ftivers 
thfere for every rouble^ in lieu of fifty 
or fifty- two ftivers, the ufual courfe. 
•This was a direft lofs to Ruffia» as it 
lowered the value of their goods* 

The merchants in Peteriburgh having 
no b^nk or bankers to refort to for dis- 
counting, are under the necefGty of 
adopting another mode of railing mo- 
ney, which is, to eftablifli a refourcc 
or fund in Amfterdam, by procuring a 
credit of ten or twenty thoufand pounds 
with four or five different houfes in 
Holland, they arc enabled thus to carry 
on buiinefs by drawing on them, thoie 
in Amfterdam redraw generally on a 
partner in London, which moft houfes 
in Ruflia have i fo that not only money 
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is raifed, but a conGdcrable time alio 
obtained for payment. 

Not only fpecic cannot be exported 
from Ruflia, but the very cuftoms paid 
on imports and exports, muft be paid 
in foreign fpecie, which is taken in pay- 
ment at an under value and diredly 
coined. This amounts to 600*000 filvcr 
lijc-dollars. 

This method of fccuring the coin 
appears plaufible* but it is only an ima-^ 
ginary benefit, and one of thofe vulgar 
errors not totally exploded in ibme parts 
of Europe ; for it is evident, that where 
the balance of trade, or in other words, 
the imports and exports differ, the ba- 
lance miift be paid in fpecie, there being 
no other means or medium. The oc- 
cafion the Ruffian government had for 
money in Poland and other places, 

turned 
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fumed the fcale of exchange in favour 
of the exporters, who knowing that bills 
on Hollaud muft be had by the govern-^ 
ment, took the occafion o1^ refufing 
to give or pafs bills, but at a reduced 
exchange, or in other words, by paying 
fewer ftivers in Anifterdam for cacl> 
rouble than ufual. 

Exclufive of the mere trade carried 
on between the feveral ports in the Bal- 
tick, the Englifh and Dutch enjoy three 
parts of the whole RuiEan tradft the 
imports to France and Spain being car- 
ried in Dutch bottoms. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER V. 



SIR, Petcrfburgh. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the im^ 
menfe trade of Ruflia, it is remarkable 
that there are few or no Ruffiians who 
may be properly termed merchants, nor 
are there any Ruffian faftors eftabliftieH 
at the different ports in Europe, except 
one houfe lately at Conftantinople, 

To account for what may feem fo 
fingular> it may be neceffary to confider 
the different clafles in which the fubjefts 
of Ruffia may be divided* 

This 
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This I think may be thus afrailgedi 

Nobility and Gentry, which included 

the Military* 
Clergy.- 

Law and Phyfic. 
Merchants or Shopkeepers, 
And Peafants. 

The nobility and gentry are exceed-* 
ing numerous, as all the children arc 
noble, and the property not going to 
the eldeft, as in England, the patri- 
mony becomes divided ; many Princes 
or Knez are ftarving, and ^vcn work as 
labourers, or are Toldiers ; for their 
pride is fuch, that nothing could induce 
them ta obtain aliving.as aihopkceper. 
or dealer; thofe that have intercft get into 
the army, although the pay is fmall,' 
that of a Captain but about forty pounds^ 
per annum. The fubordination in the 
r . army 
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army is (bch^ that fhould a Lieutenant 
and a Captain meet on the road as tra- 
Tellers in fome deplorable hut, the 
Lieutenant muft ftand until he has his 
fiiperior's leave to fit. 

Drefs, the Ruffian gentry are fond of 
to an extreme ; from favages in the laft 
century, they are now compleat petit- 
maitres* France furniihes them with 
fafhions and l>aubles to a confiderable 
amount annually. 

In point of education, the military 
iciqnce is the mo(t cutiivaledr In ab« 
folute governments the army takes the 
lead in every thing ; by the prevailing 
argument of a mu&et fubmiflion is ofa« 
taincdi the regulation and difcipline 
of that army, will evcr^be a primary ob- 
^t& in tho& gorvemmeats* 

I There 
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Th^ is an academy of iclencefi lA 
Feterlburgh'j^ ,tke profcflbrs are ufuallf 
foreigners, and paid by governmenty 
and fome valuable papers have been 
publiflxed, but the Ruifians* them^res 
make Uit little progrefs in literature, 
not having the opportunity of a previous 
education, there being no fchool or col- 
lege eftablifhed» The gemry have in- 
deed, generally, a French tutor or a 
tutorefs for their children, who arc often 
as ilitterate as the pupils. 

About twenty years fince, there wa& 
however a kind of college eftablifhed at- 
Mofcow, by a kind of voluntary fubfcrip- 
ttion, though it waa hiAted to certain per^ 
foAS that it was esTpeftedtheywowldcoKh'' 
• tribute. An adventurer, known here by 
the feigned title of the Chevalier Mau- 
bcrt, was at the head of it ; fome 
fpxightly French valets came* in for 

fome 
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ibtne of the profeflbrfliips, and the 
whole of it made but a very indifferent 
fcminary*4 

However^ the late wars having ocda^ 
Honed the gentry to travel, it has in 
fome meafure opened their ideas, and 
given them more relilh for polite art$> 
and a few translations have been made^ 
but the whole is not confiderable. 



^ It Is remarkable, that although at this period there 
was no public feminaries or college at Mofcow, yet 
Peter had eftablifhed one there, "wherein were no lefs 
than ieyen hundred ftudents/ who were taught iha- 
thematics and other fciences, but at his death the efta- 
hlifhment dropped, and his rucceflbrs took as much 
pains to remain ignorant, as he had taken to improve 
them. The great epocha of obftinacy, in this refpe^^ 
vsas the reign .of £lizabethy for* at the revolutteo 
which brought her in, foreigners were looked on with 
a jealous eye, and every means taken to get rid , of 
them. , . . . 

j , i' . 1/ 
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Ak to die ckrgf 9 they are truly cdil- 
tetf]|nible> aU tbeir knowledge conM'* 
iag in beiftg able to repeat the liturgy 
or fervice^ Mnt are allowed to preach 
but at couft^ their incofhes are triflingi 
and they are as flofenly as mendicant 

The fituatioii of the clergy being 
liich^ the ndbility and gentry find nd 
iditirements^ as in other couiitriesj df 
iticome or confequence* 

Law ftand^ irmch in tht fiunt ptedi^ 
cament With the chttfch; during the 
pi^fent reign a code has been at-- 
teftiptedi and in a courfe of time^ fome 
refbmiition may happen ; fuits are.ear^ 
fled on here through the medium of 
ehanee^ a^ he who has nioft interefl't 
will probably hare a confiderable ad- 
Q||pitage oter his adverfary. There are 
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no judges or juries^ as in England ; the 
direftors of the refpcftivc chanceries 
determine. Formerly they did not re- 
fufe prefents, perhaps at this time, the 
cafe may be altered. The ofTicial bufi- 
ncfs is carried on by a kind of lawyers, 
who may be hired by the year,., at a 
fmall expence, and indeed many keep 
one in the houfe for the purpofc of ^at- 
tending the chanceries. There are no 
orators or counfellors to give opinions, 
or plead j in truth, as the laws of 
RufSa are continually varied, fuch gen- 
tlemen, are ufelefs. In the late reign 
the decrees, or new laws, were fffixed 
to the city, gates, fomething in the na- 
ture of Mlads againft a wall, for-^the 
informat-ion of the people. It will ea- 
nly.be conceived^ that the fbns of .the 
gentry find fio eftabliflarnent in thcjav^ 
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LETTER Vl* 



SIR, Pctcrlburgii. 

PHYSIC is a ftudy the Ruffians have 
no fancy to, it would degrade the gen- 
tleman, and the vulgar have no oppor- 
tunity to ftudy it, Phyficians are there- 
fore fcarce, and generally Scotch. 
Twenty years ago there were not half 
a dozen in the city of Mofcow, which 
is half as large as London, and but two 
apothecaries ; men-midwives, or as they 
are more emphatically called, accou- 
cheurs, are as yet unknown there. It 
has been a matter of doubt with fbme* 
whether more lives are loft by the in- 
terference of the faculty than are faved ; 
as the celebrated Sir Roger de Covcrley 
D 2 obferved 
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ahCtrrcd on another occafion, ** much 
" may be faid on both fides/' perhaps 
were there npne praftifed but fuch as 
were duly qualified, mankiad would re- 
ceive a benefit^ but if we include the 
empiricks which fwarm> I am inclined 
to thrnk mankind might (pare the 
whole* 

The BtKt clafs of men arc the mer- 
chant$.or fliopt^eepers ^ thofe I term 
merchants are perfooiA who com;e in 
lyifiter from var ioy^ parts of the cbun^- 
try to P«t?rfturgli, to gontraft With the 
foi^eiga m^rch^nts for the delivery of 
hemp, or other ^^des^ againft the 
fpriqg. It is yfu^ on a contraft to «i- 
y^nce rhern the whole, or apart 4t kaft> 
of the mofiey, although they may reiidc 
Ibme hm>dreda of mil^3 up thf country, 
and fom^times it happens thai: thi^ »€« 
ver return or femi the gOQd«, 

The 
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The pca^wtts are, ia trtrth^ A rtAk^ 
rkbkfet of creaturci^, being g^neraWy 
(laves to ^,refp€QiVe owiters of the 
lands they dwell on. When an eftatc 
is dilpofed of, the value is etfimafed by 
the number of villages arid fouls on it, 
siS they and fheir potterity g6 in the 
ptfrchafe. Some noblemen are fuppofed , 
to have a hundred thoulkftd fouls on 
their iftates. 

Such being the divHion of tke diife*- 
. rtnt clafle^ in >;vhich the Rufiians^ ma)f 
be defcribed, it will appear, that from 
no one of them can be found perfons, 
who by their education, or fiv&^Btkm, 
are qoaiiiied to be mcrcban^Sr ^ith^r at 
-home or abixiad^ 

Thcii? &perftiti6n^ at ma*tfers? of reli- 

gioni is another ohfti^cle^ to their ^a^ 

bliihing thcmfeives m other coiwitries, 

D 3 as 
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as they would not think themfelves in 
a ftate of falvation^ deprived of their 
priefts and religiou9 ceremonies. 

Were the RuQlanSj however, inclined . 
to fettle in other kingdoms, they are 
not at liberty to do it ; no one, either 
Ruffians or foreigners, can quit the 
kingdom without a paffport, which is 
obtained with much trouble and ex- 
pence. 

If a Ruffian obtains leave to quit 
the kingdom, fecurity muft be given for 
his return in a limited time. 

The fame miftaken policy which in- 
duces the Ruffia government to punifh 
with death thofe who attempt to fend a 
finglepiece of coin out of the kingdom, 
caufes this abfurd reftriftion. Peter the 
Great forced his fubjefts to travel ; his 
fucceilbrs in a manner prohibited it. 

Since 
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Since the late peace with the TurkSj 
the Ruffians are endeavouring to open 
a trade by the Black Sea^ and have efta- 
blifhed a houfe at Conftantinople, who 
have an exclufive privilege for carrying 
on the propofed trade, but the granting 
an exclufive privilege is certainly a ma- 
nifeft abfurdity^ and will defeat the 
\vhole defignt 

*Tis a rivalfhip in commerce that 
will promote it, and on the contrary, 
monopolies are the bane of induftry and 
improvement. 

It may be a matter of doubt, whe- 
ther the incrcafe of dominion is really 
an advantage to the mother country ; 
one thing is certain, that an increafe of 
dominion will ever occafion new taxes 
to fupport the new acquifitions, and 
every new tax will occafion an increafe 
D4 of 
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of ttie price of Idboux ar>d coAycnicRccs 
0/ life* 

I am iocUaed to thwkx it w»^ bt 
XDore pru^eRt tQ 6u|<;ivate ih^- wa^ 
jlands in the mother coMAtry^ tbdn tQ 
Ueek for new dgef^its 4lPfQ^. Ri4ffi.4 
is of th^t, eiBt^pt tjhfit prpbftbljt i^. wiH 
never be half peopled^ new conqufift tp 
them, will therefore be but ipcvn^'!' 
brapcest 
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LETTER VIL 



SIR, Petcrflmjsli. 

MR. HAN WAY, iahis imark&oiv 
the Britifh Faftory, obferves, ** that 
^' th(9y> M majr be obftrved in di fofiall 
^^ ioeicti^, contribute much to eacfi. 
^^ ot^ir3 aisufeo^eat^^ and ace mm be« 
^' come 6>ber and virtuous, aa weU: ai 
'^ i»ore elegit ia manneirs> thaa ia 
^' tipaes paS:,^ when they were debauched 
^^ and low in their pjeafurea; and cho- 
*' c.a}uHinyaaddetcai9:ion&emto.betfae 
*« mpfle peculiar gtxjwtfiL of fiich focie- 
^< ti^ ifi does not: ceign amoogjSk thrnqr 
^* iik i^nj! remarkable degceck^ 

^^ 

Mr. Himyray hunfeif is: a gentleman 
of, rfiflfiarfeabte fobi^^tj^ whether, hi;^ 

iP^ampl^ 
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example there brought about this very 
extraordinary reformation I will not pre- 
tend to determine. It is however un^ 
lucky, that Mr. Hanway had no fuccefs 
in his attempts to deftroy the Ipirit of 
calumny and detraction which, by his 
obfervation, reigns among them. 

For my part, I am inclined to think, 
that the factors who preceded thofc 
Mr. Hanway compliments on their fo- 
briety,'Were to the full as fober and 
virtuous as their fucceflbrs. I fuppofe 
that the corruption of manners is fb 
prevalent in this age, as to deferve no 
compliments at the expence of our an- 
ceftors. That the clafliing of interefta 
niay occafion a Ihynefs between rivals 
in commerce is not furprizing, but that 
calumny and detraction fhould be laid 
to the charge of gentlemen in that fitua- 
tion of life, is, I believe, faying too much. 

The 
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- The Englifli Fadory refidc chiefly in 
a line on the banks of the Neva ; their 
houfes are large, ornamented on the 
outfide in the Italian ilile^ which is the 
prevailing tafte in Ruflia. 

Carriages here arc much in ufe, the 
lowefi clafs of people will fcarcely waIk^ 
indeed the carriages are not very ele- 
gant, a few fliiUings wQl purchafc one. 

Although the Britifh merchants are in 
good efteem, the Ruffians are fofond 
of title and precedence, that the lowed 
gentleman efteems himfelf infinitely fu- 
pcrior to the firft merchant. When the 
court gives balls on public occafions^ it 
is ufual to give feparate entertainments 
to different clafles ; to the firft tlafs of 
nobility, then the fecond, the military 
follows, and the merchants laft. Such 

diftinftions 
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diftiff^tioiis are Ihnky abfurd m a com- 
mercial .ilatc* 

The entire of Peterlburgb ts liwmeroua 
and brilliant. Fine cloaths are the pre- 
dominant p^flfion of the Ruflians, both 
male smd fennak* Jewek are nauck in 
ufe> 'tis the oidfnaai^het for large jewels 
blenf)i&ed, as they regard more the fize 
than, the quality. 

The ELnffiaa woimr are generally 
fair, they geaei^y paint from the 
bigheft to the loweft i their teeth are 
; white and- even^ owing,, probably, tet 
their drinking, cold liquors only^. Hotr* 
ever fa ktc as in the yeaxr I7I4> it waa 
ftill. diftomary for the Railfian women^ 
to fUin ot di6 their* teeth black, thtyt 
pretending, that white teeth only became 
blackmoocs and monkeys.^ If women 
ztt^nat fa amiable in Ruffia as in fome 

other 
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t>ther countriesj 'tis not from die artl* 
ficial charms they make ufe of^ ianoe 
that cufiom is almoft univerfal, but 
from thexr education bemg fo extremely 
iiegle(5led. The Aobilitjr jhaire indeed 
ibmetknes a French govemeis^ but chey 
have DO idea of iitte weeks for amufis 
ment, or of reading for improrement. 

They are taught fubmiffion to their 
huibtnda, and in general interfere very 
little with donieftic concerns. 

> There is a diftinftion made in the 
head dn£$ of mVidens and married wxi« 
mcnj which I fancy would not be afk- 
proved of in England by the married 
ladies. When a, perfon is married^ th^ 
hair which hang in ringlets^ or was or- 
namented with ribbands, is then covered 
with a kind of filk cap, refembling a 
Scot's bonnet, they thinking it indecent 

ill 
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in a married woman to continue the 
maiden drefs. 

Courtfliip in this country feems not 
to be fo refined as with you* Inclina- 
tion, I believe, is not always confulted- 
on the lady's fide, nor have parent* re-- 
figned up altogether th^ir authority.^ 
"Circulating libraries, thofe ieminaries 
of gallantry, are as yet unknown here, 
nor are love letters the ftudy of beaus 
or belles. Intrigues are therefore lefs 
frequent than with you; there is no 
taking a trip to Scotland and laughing 
?it the otd ones. In Ihort, love feems 
here apaffion of inftin^, and if Cupid's- 
.wings are ever clipped, or his dart 
blunted, 'tis in Ruffia. 
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LETTER VIII. 



•SIR, Mofcow. 

I SET out from St. Pctcrfbui^h in 
the ^ month of OAober, which proved 
rainy and difagreeable^ in a coach I 
purchafed. that had no feats^ but a mat* 
trefs or featherbed being Ipread on the 
bottom, it renders it very commodious 
for travelling. I engaged with a carrier 
for twelve roubles, which is about two 
pounds ten fliillings fterling, to drive 
me with three horfcs, which they ufuaUy 
do abreaft, and which journey he per- 
formed iij thirteen days i the diftancc is 
488 Engtiih miles. 

There 
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There is nothing particular to be ob- 
fervcd in this long journey, nor any 
ci ties .but Novogorod and Twecr. The 
firft city is large^ though niear^y built, 
nor is there any kind of accommodation 
for travellers ; the churches are nume- 
rous, adorned with many cupolas, 
which are frequently gilt with ducat 
gold, and when the fon fliines has a 
fine cffeft. Twcer is a finaller city, on 
the banks of the Volga, and fituaied 
on the fide of a hill. I paffcd through 
a village called Wddai, which is a fet- 
tlcment made t^ Peter the Great of 
Saxon prifoners of wir ; the diftindion 
between them and the Ruffians is ftill 
vifible; diere is the remains of Saxon 
gallantry among them ; the chief erti- 
ployment of the womeh is to go in 
pairs through the ftreets, to difpofe of 
cakes to travellers ; their drefs, though 
mean, denotes a turn for gallantry, and 
I . although 
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although they go iii pairs^ through an 
afFedted modcfty, they arc compleat 
courtezans. 

This journey I found extremely difa- 
greeable, having never entered a hut 
during the thirteen days and nights ; 
ndlr could I, in this whole diftantc, dif- 
cover a barber, or any one that could 
flfave me i my* gfuide m the bargain, 
tfould neither undcrftand me nor I him i 
and had I been taken ill, or broken a 
limb, I might as well have enquired 
for the Emperor of Morocco as a me- 
<ftcal gehtkmin'. 



E LET- 
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LETTER IX. 



SIR, Mofcow. 

MOSCOW lies in the latitude of 55 
degrees odd minutes, 38 degrees eaft- 
ward of London ; it is fltuate in a de- 
lightful plain } the river Mofcowa run-^ 
jiing through the city renders the fitua'- 
tion exceeding pleafant. 

The city extends in length feven 
fniles, and near five in width, but nei- 
ther the houfes or inhabitants bear a 
proportion to the extent of ground 
it ftands on. 

It is divided by walls and gates, and 
in one of the quarters^ called the Sla- 

bode, 
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bode, foreigners refide, who are not 
numerous, and arc chiefly Dutch or 
German mechanics* 

The iChops arc in one part of the 
town, under piazzas of great extent, 
io that thofe who have occafion for pro- 
rifions or merchandize, repair there at 
certain hours, moft of the (hopkeepers 
having dwellings at other parts of thp 
city. 

Since the trade of Archangel has been 
transferred to Petcrfburgh, and the re- 
fidence of the court been ufually there, 
the trade of Mofqow has confiderably 
decreafed -, there are, however, fome of 
the nobility who. refide here, and feveral 
fabrics of linen arc here eftablilhed; 
the moft capital of which is that of 
Mr. Tamcfz. Peter the Great induced 
the father of the prefent pofleflbr to 
i , Ea • eftabliiU 
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cWablffti' ihh mariufa^ftbiy, by feveral 
extraotdiriary ^rivile^es, arid Wh'en he 
met in the ftreets of Mofcow ariy ?dil6 
fellows, he would without ceremony 
fend them to the fabric, wherd ^ey be* 
came thfe abfokit^ -property 6f the 
owner. This faljric haS fo iricreafed, 
that if contains' neaff fiw hundred loom* 
for weaving va^?6us kiricfeF of lirienf, the 
Whole of which is fent td EftglaflKi 6A 
commiffion. 

' The cathedral is'a ta^ge ftVite ftf*:- 
tur<», withotit any riierit or bea'ilty, it 
is hoSvever fard, the artidieidt wai6 
blinded when finifhed, that he iWi'gfcC 
be difabled from building Orie of fope- 
rtof beiu'ty ; arid iri a kind' 6f i^ililc Ikf r 
the famous great 6eH^' th'^ b6ttoYn dia- 
meter of . whicb is tv^enlfy-tWtf fett foot 
inches, arid thd height txlsrenty-orie feti 
iom mches, the height is cfee huhA-da 

aad 
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;^d nii\ety-eight toas t^o Jbmndred and 
a quarter; in ruling it, .when cjJlt, the 
tackle gave way^ and a piece is broke 
from it'fufficiently large for a peffotf to 
^ntciT xhe bell .through the ^hafm. The 
ocxcdipd of ringing bells berc is (ingulf, 
they are ufually hung at the church 
dQOx between two pieqes of tinibcf or 
treiS[S, the broad part dowawards, a rope 
is fattened to the clapper^ which a per 
ion pulls, they haye no idea of a wheel 
ox x)f mufical ohaoges. It is computed 
there are above a thovfand churches or 
chapels ifi Mofcow, the mofl: of which 
are very ino^l^ the clergy are v^ nu* 
merovs, bitf totally ignorant. 

The Jluffijfps, a$ before obfervqd* 

are great bigots, they attend fervice 

often; yirhen they are Jburie<J, a ccrtifi- 

fg^e frflni tfecff prieft qf their faith 

£ 3 and 
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«nd conduft is placed in theic hand, 
with a filver coin intended for St. Peter* 

The nobility, military and- 4hop- 
keepers, fhave their beards, the clergy 
afieft a long one, and efteem it a nnark 
of fanftity. It is faid, that when Capt. 
ChandgUor firft was introduced to John 
Bafilowitz, he had in his Ibltfc a :Mr. 
KiUingworth, an Englifhman whofe 
beard was five feet two inches longj 
the Emperor taking hold of it, put it 
into the patriarch's hand, who admired 
it as a particular bleffing; probably, 
one reafon for pitching on this- gentle- 
man as an agent, was his having fuch a 
mighty beard, the veneration of m^y 
nations for beards being known. 

Peter, among other regulations^! or- 
dered the beards of dl his fubjeifts, ex- 
cept the clergy, to be fliaved ; this was J 

executed 
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executed by force, and occafioned grea$ 
diftufbance. It was requefted, how- 
ever, as a Angular favour, that their 
beards might be reftored, and it was 
placed in their coffins to fatiil^ St. 
Peter that it was by violence they were 
ihaved ; but lince his death, beards 
were and are ftill worn by all the pca- 
fantry. 

All religions are tolerated in Ruifia 
but Jews ; the Roman Catholics have z 
large church in Mofcow, but the con- 
gregation is fmall. Although the 
Ruffians tolerate different religions, 
they fuffer no converts to be made 
from the Ruffian faith^ by this means 
all difputes are prevented. 

When the court is at Mofcow, there 

are ufually maiquerades, balls and 

plays^ but at other times there is not 

E4' thf 
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of people have a qiufical ear, and fing 
a variety of foiigs j and although unac- 
quainted yriti> the rudinaent^ of n>]uAc, 
as a fcience, fprm a pleafijng ^ajtmony. 
Mufical inftrumient& anctojng the Ig^yer 
clafs are hardly known, except a kin.d 
of dulcimer j few of the gentry ftudy 
mufic. The ladies are indolent, afl.d asi 
have before faid, rarely amufe them- 
felves in learning, pr in domeftic cm- 
ployments. 

When they vifit, or travel, it is with 
great pomp; rank and precedence is 
their favourite paflion, ^^nd they on all 
joccafions exert jit, .and affecSt to hold 
even the European merchants in con- 
tempt. Every clerk in a public office, 
jthojugh his f^ary is l^i^t ten ppunds a 
year, weafs a fwQrcJ (gjenerally a br.^fs 
one) jeven ^t l»s djelk. 

LET- 
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LETTER X. 



SIR, Mofcojcv. 

I HAVE had an opportunity of 
vKw'mg the treafury, a favour very 
rarely obtained ; it contained a very 
|ar^€ ;quaatity of old plate, (cbiiefly a 
^kjnd of fl^ggiWis, yferi anQi;e p^ticularly 
formerly at feaft$, whw it was ufual t;o 
force the gjueifts to dripjc tp ej^cefs ; fome 
pjf tl^efe flaggop? beW t^rec cxr fgur 

I Wjas ftieyn a ni^ipljpr of ftdjdles for 
liifwpfter horfe^, richly iolai4 with rough 
di3Ja?Qp4?» rubie;s, emeralds, and otbct 
ftone^, Jtl}e Gloths covered with pearls. 
The whole fcemed to be kept in a very 
in(JifFcrent condition. 

There 
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There are fcvcral crowns of gold, 
mafly and with few ornaments^ and a 
variety of axes ufed at the executions of 
the nobility, the handles of which were 
gold, and the fteel work alfo curioufly 
inlaid with gold. A truncheon is Ihewn, 
that Peter ufed to lay on the nobility's 
Ihouldeis when remifs in their duty. 

The old winter palace is a building of 
great extent, but the apartments arc 
mean and ill furniflied. The fummer 
palace is of wood, and only one flrory 
high ; it is painted on the outfide, and 
is of confiderable extent^ it was fome 
years ago confumed by fire, and en- 
tirely rebuilt in thirty-fix days, fome 
thoufands of ,perfons being employed 
^ight and day ; at night by torch light. 
There 4re no paintings or ornaments. 

Tht 
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The country for fome miks round 
Mofcow i& delightful^ being o^n^ tho* 
interfperfed with pleafant groves and 
walks. The gentry who refide in 
Mofcowj have generally feats on their 
refpedive eftates^ but they are gene- 
rally indifferent buildings. The mer- 
chants or tradefmen have no idea of 
country lodgings, neither are there any 
inns or houfes to let for fuch purpofes. 

The RuiSan gentry feldom ride on 
horfeback or take the diverfions of the 
chace^ having few or no dogs for the 
purpofe, neither do they value horfes 
for'their ipeed or beauty, but they have 
a variety of carriages of little value. 
They have no relilh for^Jjeratdry. 

When thjg court travels from Peterf- 
burgh to lili^cow, it* is fuppofed th«i* 
nor lefs than twenty thoufand peifons 

follow 
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follQW it. T^ Qobility sXwsfy^ living 
9 great auniber of fervant?, or mher 
ilaves to attend them. Th^e Emprefs 
|jfually travels in winter, in a carriage 
]prhich confifl of , two rooms, iwitjb every 
convenience of c bed, tabl^e, .&c. this 
is placed on a fledge, and is dra)vn by 
thicty or forty horfes. Winter is the 
beft time for travelling, as the fnpw is 
frozje, whiereas in fammer the rp.ads are 
terrible. 

The fciences flourifli myc^ Ufs at 
jyiofcow than at Peterfburgh. . Aft^P- 
^oijiy^ mathematics' or painting, the 
Rulji^ns liave .no tafl;e for, and inc^eed 
tjjere is |io poffibility of learning tb^ofc 
fciences Jiere^ 

I ,w^s jCyrprized t;p ftnd, that j^t). fp l^^gc 
a c^ty as lyjLpfcQw, there were ^o^ .any 

thcir 



Digitized by Google 



( 6x ) 

thcf have the poor any kind of relief 
from doftors or furgeons, but provident 
l^ature hasT given them a turn for bo- 
tany, and they have among themfelve« 

niany ufeful compofitioris. 

I 

The Ruffians, according to the tenefS 
of the Greek church, are obliged to 
bathe frequently ; the baths are iri- 
tenfely hot, and yet in the midft of that 
perfpiration, I have known them roll 
themfelv^fi in fnow, without any dan- 
gerous confequences arifin^. , 

St. Nicholas is the patron or faint the 
Rufliahs woflhip, his image is placed in 
every room, on entering which they 
always crofs themfelves ; they are fo 
tenacious of thiscuftorri, that foreigners 
afre obliged to have one in their offices 
€f fhops. 
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The method of recruiting is Angular : 
An order is iflued from the chanceries 
to the owner of every eftate, to find a 
certain number of every hundred flaves 
they are proprietors of, fo that the go- 
vernment is at no expence- for bounty 
or levy money, and are fupplied with 
the number of men required at a very 
fliort notice. 

The Ruffian government labour un- 
der more difficulties in manning their 
navy. 

Thirty years ago their navy was con- 
temptible, both in refpeft to the (hips 
or the commanders, two or three almoft 
obfcure Britifh officers compofed the 
naval department. 

A few Englifli 'builders had indeed 
baniihed themfelves to that country, on 

proQ>edji 



Digitized by Google 



( 63 ) 

profpefts that fell far Ihort of their «• 
pedation^, for the Ruffian miniftry io 
Elizabeth's reign treated foreigners with 
coolnefs^ if not contempt. Elizabeth's 
predeceflbr Ann had encouraged fo- 
reigners, the ftate was guided by them ; 
it was natural to fuppofe that on the^ 
revolution they would be objeds of 
cnry and jealoufy. The Ruffians who 
had worked under Engliih fhijp-builders, 
were not without vanity or conceit, 
they imagined Ihip-building an cafy 
fcience. I recoUeft a fhip of [about 
Ro guns built at Peterfburgh by Ruf- 
Xians alone, whi^ h on launching proved 
iHifit for failing, and there remained to 
rot, which indeed ibon happens, for 
their (hips being built of fir foon decay ; 
I have been informed that feven years iff 
efteemed tolerable fervice in a^ Ruffian 
inanofwac* 

The 
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The feiteans carrying on no trafdfc irf 
ttieir own bbtftoms, there is no naturaJ 
lUirftry for fcam^rt a^ in England ; thtsr 
is a circumftance that will ever check 
their fta opefatiohs, and prevent their 
making a rd^eiStable figure a^ a niari- 
time power. 

To what a deplbraMe ftate would the 
Britifli navy be reduced to, wert there 
no feamen to be found but thofe brought 
trp in the fervice of go^^rnfnenii ; no 
flfeet can be matiAfed irf En^aAd but by 
ftrlppirig the merchant fhips, aftd al- 
though that is a nnfode unjxiftifiable in 
every fenfe of the Word Hbfefty, it 
feems unavoidable. 

The Ruffianism indeed, in tWe lAtej 

"'Turkifli war, reared a few feattifcn, btit 

hardly any reached their native CoUntr3f 

again, and the/iext fleet will be manned 

I with 
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With as raw feamen as even Mad tkd 
Ruffian fleet, even with the affiftance ot 
Britilh officers, oppofed any power but 
the Ottoman, their ignorance and their 
inability would have been conipicuous* 

Much has been faid of the l^uffian 
courage } I will venture to Call it me** 
chanicaL In abfolute governments^ 
where the ibldiers or Tailors air aatti^ 
rally brought up in the idea of flavery, 
there will indeed be a fubordination, a 
valuable circumftance 'tis true, but thaf 
kind of courage will never fill their 
hearts with enthufiafm, with ideas of 
glory ; that kind o( courage will never 
lead them to perform the exploits of a 
Britifh army, or a Britifh navy, com* 
pofed chiefly of yolunteers, who freely 
fight as foldiers, failors, an4 as freenien^ 

-•*I am, &c* 
1? LET- 
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LETTER XL 



SIR, Mofcow. 

KNOWING your paffion for anti- 
<}uities, you will naturally be expelling 
from me a budget of them ; I am how- 
ever under the neceffity of difappointing 
you on that head. I have before ob- 
ferved that the Ruffians have little or 
no taftefor the belles lettres -, and I may 
fafely fay that a coin or medal^ whole 
impreflSon was hardly legible^ would 
give very little fatisfadtion to a Ru|Ban 
gentleman i fo different are they from 
a true Englifh virtiiofo— it is the not 
being able to make any thing of it 
that gives it a value with mofl modern 
coUedors} 

The 
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The only vpiccc I met with was a. 
rouble of the unfortunate little Prince 
Ivan^ and it was treafon to be poflefled 
of fuch a piece after he was depofcd— 
fo jealous are princes of every cir- 
cumilance that might tend to revive 
the memory of an unfortunate predc* 
ceflbt. 

But although I cannot give you a 
defcription of fifty mufeums^ having^ 
in truthj never met with any^ I muft 
not omit, however, to tell you of a 
lingular curiofity I met with at Novo* 
grod, namely, a mill-ftone, pn which 
St. Anthony failed from Africa to Arch- 
angel. This is depofited in the monaf- 
tery there, and allowing the fadt to be 
true, which every Ruffian docs, it is 
certainly invaluable. 

Fa On 
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On the 6th o£ January there is a re- 
ligious ceremony, which is blefling the 
vater of the river here, in imitation of 
our Saviour*s baptifm by St. John. 
You will perhaps wonder why this ce- 
remony is performed at a time when 
the river is froze fome feet thick. Zeal 
however overcomes every obftacle ; 
holes are cut in the ice, and the mo- 
ment the waters are bleffed, every 
one is ea^r to jump into the water. 
There were, I fuppofe, ten thoufand 
priefts aflembled, and a prodigious 
concourfe of perfons of every denomi- 
nation. 

As the duty of the clergy is merely 
the repeating litanies, and that no fcr- 
mons or moral difcourfes are permitted, 
you will, I fancy, be inclined to con* 
elude fo great a number ufelefs r indeed 
the poor Ruffians have neither the ad- 
vantage 
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vantage of example or precept to in* 
duce them to good condudt and beha- 
viour j the clergy being. often guilty of 
drinking to excefs^ and living very difor- 
derly lives. 

The Ruffians are hofpitable ; among 
the pooreft, no one goes to vifit ano* 
ther without leaving a fmall coin at 
leaft> more particularly at the time of 
the woman's lying-in. This cuftom 
holds with the rich ; it is ufual for men ' 
to pay formal vifits to the wives of 
their friends very foon after their 
delivery ; the lady is dreffed in bed, 
and, after a falute, the gentleman ' 
puts one to five or ten ducats be*- 
hind her pillow. A gentleman of the 
faculty here told me, he ufually re- 
ceived to the value of two hundred 
ducats at the birth of every chilc'^ 
F 3 ¥4iich 
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which is about one hundred pounds 
fterling. 

Strange accounts have formerly been 
publiflied of the fubmiffion of Ruflian 
wives to their hulbands; fuch as the 
woman's father giving a whip to the 
fon-in-law, at the time of giving her 
away, and other circumftanccs of the 
like naturfe. This cuftom, if ever it 
exifted, muft have been among the 
lower clafs, and moft probably, before 
the time of Peter the Great's e^'curfions 
to England, and other places. How- 
ever it is true, that in general^ hufbands 
maintain their authority with more ri- 
gour than with you ; nay I have been 
informed that correction does not totally 
alienate the afFe.dtions of the fpoufe* 
Whether 'tis fear or affe<Stion I will not 
pretend to determine, but aftions of 
frim* con. are as yet unknown here; 

perhaps 
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perhaps alfo the circumftance of the 
ladies having no jointure or fettlement^ 
to enable her to live afunder, may 
tend to prefcrvc hannony in the mar- 
ried date. 



F 4 L E T- 
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LETTER XII. 



SIR, Mofcow, 

IF the Ruffians may fccm to you 
ruftic and unpoliflied^ in fomc circum- 
ftances^ however, they excel more well- 
bred nations* 

The gothic and bart>arous cuftom of 
duels, fo much in vogue with -you, 
from the nobleman to the journeyman 
hair-drefler, is not prevalent here; if 
fuch circumftance happens, it^muft be 
^mong the military, and that rarely. 

It is indeed to be lamented, that a 
(:uftom fo contrary to the dictates of 
reafon^ and the cxprefs commands of 

rcvclatioHj 
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revelation, Ihould not only fubfift, but 
even increafe in civilized countries* 
That the turbulence ofpaflion and mo- 
mentary ill ufage^ might fometimes 
occaHon fuch delperate afts, may be 
conceived; but that after cool reflec- 
tion, if it can be fo called, every means, 
by letter or otherways, fhouldl3e ufed 
to irritate, to force, as it were, a man 
to deftru^ion, is indeed unaccountable. 

But furprizing as this may feem, we 
muft be more aftonifhed at the frequent 
futcides in England. An affront, or 
fome particular aggravation, might 
perhaps induce a man to revenge him» 
fclf on the agreflbr •, but what can we 
think pf a perfon who feeks his own 
deftrudtion without that fpur or mo- 
tive ? what affeftion can a man have 
for wife, children and relations, who 
\^y one cowardly ftroke involves them 
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aU in calamity and defpair ? — Pride, 
miilaken pride ! is the fource of this 
evil. The brute creation exert their 
power againfl: their invaders or enemies 
—man, more brutal man, exerts his 
power, his malice, his anger, againft 

whom ? — himfelf ! But a truce to 

morality.' — I meant only to acquaint you 
that fuch horrid practices are not cuf- 
tomary in this untaught, wild region. 
The Englifli are called a nation of phi- 
lofophers, the Ruffians favagcs — ^vicw 
the contrail ! 

I am, &c. 



L E T^ 
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LETTER XIII. 



SIR, Mofcow. 

The contraft bctwcfcn an arbitrary and 
free government, cannot appear more 
ftriking than in the comparifon of Ruf- 
fia and England. 

In England, be tlie condition or the 
crime what it will, the culprit is tried 
by his equals, and by certain knowji 
laws, neither is theperfbn ^ccufed to 
condemn himfelf, either by perfuafion 
or torture. 

On the contrary, in this country, nof 
only a perfon fufpedted of a cringe i$ 
Kjlhout legal form of trial baniided to 
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the barren climes of Siberia, but his 
whole family is generally involved in 
his misfortune and difgrace, and his 
eftates and property confifcated. When 
fuch a cataftrophe happens, no one will 
dare to, enquire into the fate of his 
friend, leaft he fhare in the calamity, 
and the famijy is as totally buried in 
oblivion as if they never had exifted. ' 
Oftentimes it happen^ that a banifli- 
ment is not the only puniihment in- 
flifted i the punifhment of the knout^ 
or emitting out of the tongue, has been 
frequently the lot of noblemen and Ja- 
dies of quality. 

Revolutions, \)r other circumftances, 
have fometimes recalled from banifh- 
ment perfons who have been exiled for 
a number of years ; on their return no 
notice is taken of what is paffed. A 
fingular inftance of this change of for-. 
I tune , 
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tune we have in Count Munich ; this 
brave, though rather raflb officer, hav- 
ing been very inftrumental in procuring 
the regency of the unfortunate Czar 
Ivan of John the Third to the Princcfs 
of Mecklenburgh, had been highly fa- 
voured ^y her, but on the revolution 
which brought Elizabeth on the throne, 
in 1 741, he was banifhed to Pelym, in 
the province of ToboKki in Siberia, 
where he remained until the year 1762, 
when he was recalled by PetertheThirdj 
he was with him at Qrancembaum when 
the Emprefs marched againft him, and 
advifed'him to defend himfelf; Peter, 
however, funk under his misfortune, 
only conditioned for his life and here- 
ditary dominions in Holftcin ; he lived 
however but a few days. Munich, who 
one would imagine would have expe- 
rienced a fecond baniikment, at leaf!:, 

was 
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was permitted to live quietly at Peterf* 
burgh^ where he died in 1767^ aged 87^ 

In civil caufes the Briton has a great 
advantage ^ if misfortunes or lofles 
befal him^ th^ clemency, the humanity 
of the laws are fuch, that a temporary 
imprifonment is deemed adequate to 
misfortune. But here^ when imprifoned 
for debt, there is no relief to be ex- 
peded, unlefs from the creditor, which 
rarely happens. What rational being 
would prefer Ruflia to England ? 

I am, &c» 



LET^ 
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LETTER XIV. 



SIR, Mofcovf. 

1 T is perhaps fingular, that as im- 
provements in agriculture extend, and 
trade becomes more flourifhing, every 
convenience rf life fliould incrcafc ia 
value. 

There being many millions of acres 
of wafte land in the Ruffian dominions, 
it feems a paradox to fuppofe that the 
value of land ihould augment^ and^ in 
courfe, the produce Ihould , remain 
nearly on a par. The faft however is 
otherways, for provifions have advanced, 
within thcfe twenty years, very rapidly ; 

beef 
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beef frcHn three farthings to near tWd« 
pence, and other articles in proportion* 

Not only provilions have advanced 
in price, but hempi flax^ and other 
articles of export, have rapidly increafed 
in value ; it fliould Teem by this> that 
the more an article is cultivated the 
dearer it grows. 

To what (hall we attribute this pha?- 
nomenon, not only in Ruflia, but in 
every other country ? 

I am inclined to think that what 
mankind feeks fo greedily after, money, 
is the real caufe! the gold imported 
from the mines of Potofi and the 
Brazils, annually do more real mifchicf 
than the improvements and cultivation 
of land can overbalance*, 'tis a flow 

poifon 
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poifbn that infenfibly enervates the la- 
bourers toil and deftroys induftry ! 

To thofc in commerce and trade, the 
gradual rife of every article is not fo 
feverely felt, as by thofe who having 
fixed ftipends or intereft cannot increafe 
their income. This clafs of peirfbns 
muft infenfibly be reduced to great in- 
conveniences and diftrefs, more parti- 
cularly in England, wher^ fo large a 
property is vefted in the funds; they 
muft rather expedt intereft to be re- 
duced than augmented. 

The intereft of money in Ruffia was 
formerly la per cent, by one regulation 
it was lowered to 6 ; and as wealth 
accumulates and provifions rife, inte- 
reft will probably fall. 

G Although 
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Although the Ruffian government 
kave created no national fbndsy during 
the laft war they were under the ne- 
ccllitjr of borrowing fome confiderable 
loans in Holland. This burthen is one 
of the ulual confcquences of conquefts 
and acquifitixxn. 

The chief fpecie here is filv^r rou- 
bles. I had occafion to receive of one 
of the chancery, a bill of twenty 
thoufand pounds fterling, ' which was 
paid all in filver. Holland ducats are 
current here but fcarce. 

There is one maxim in trade the 
Ruffians never depart from, which is, 
to buy of the foreign merchants at long 
credit, and on the contrary to difpofe 
of their own produds for ready money. 
The nobility in general pay very badly, 
and it is almoft impoftible to recover 
debts of them by law. 

% LET- 
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LETTER XV. 



SIR, Mofcow. 

I HAVE been on a little excurfion 
to fome of the feats of the nobility 
round this city. 

The only one I thought worthy of 
notice was about ten miles from hence ; 
the houfe was large, but ornamented in a 
paltry manner, being plafter painted, 
Something in the nature of your tea- 
houfes about London ; the garden was 
large, but unfortunately the foil was a 
barren fand, fothatnothingcouldpoffibly 
thrive ; at the four corners of the gar- 
den were eredfced four compleat fmall 
dwelling-houfes in the ftile of different 
nations ; one was in the Dutch, the 
G 2 chininies 
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chimneys ornamented with tiles in the 
Dutch manner, and every part of the 
houfe imitated fo exadlly the Dutch 
manner, that a perfon would have 
thought himfclf at the Hague ; another 
was in the Italiar\mode, with balconies, 
ornamented with paintings, and had a 
pleafing effeft; the third was in the 
Englifh ftile, built of brick ; the fourth 
was of wood, in the Ruffian manner; all 
thefe houfes were furnifhed, and fhewed 
a fingularity in the projeftor : the gar- 
den was fpacious, but the foil, as before 
obferved, was a barren fand; I was told 
that the expence had exceeded twenty 
thoufand pounds fterling, which feemed 
totally thrown away. In truth, this 
country does not feem intended by na- 
ture for improvements of this kind ; the 
fnow, which lies on the earth for five 
months in the year, leaves but little 
time for verdure to fhow its beauties; 

to 
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to one who had fcen the lawn, the 
groves, the numberlefs beauties of an 
Englifh villa, this boafted feat fcemed 
adefart^ildl 

There is little or no fruit in Ruflia ; 
the apples are four, cherries, there are^ 
but fmall and ill tafted ; the art of gar- 
dening is little underftood in RuflTia^ 
and except in the royal garden, it is a 
fcience totally negledted; the Englifh 
merchants, however, in Peterfburgh, 
procure fruit from their neigh bours^ 
and a very confiderable quantity of fil- 
berds and pippins are fent annually 
from England to furnilh their defarts. 

Although the Britiih factors at St. 
Pcterfturgh live in a Iplendid manner, 
I have been affured, that the mere 
overcharge they make on the lighter^ 
age, and other fhipping charges of the 
G J goods 
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goods they fliip on commiffloit, pays 
the whole of their houfliold expences ; 
this however is eonfidered here as a 
legal perquifite, and by no meanfs an 
impolition, in which light you will do 
as well to confider it, as there is no 
femedy, 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 



S I R, Kokow. 

IT is fortunate that in this country 
the clergy have no power, for by this 
circumftance there has not arofc thofe 
tyrannic proceedings which have fo 
ofttfn involved other countric3 in civil 
wars. 

Whoever pcrufes the hiftory of Eu- 
rope, will find that wars, revolutions, 
and other calamities of the like oatijre, 
have generally been fomented by the 
clergy; nor c^n the divines of one 
mode of wprfliip be charged with it 
more than the others. Dryden has in- 
deed faid, *' That pricfts of all rcli- 
G 4 ^^ gioni 



'Digitized by Google 



( 88 ) 

'^ gions are the fame ;** who can with- 
out horror read the lives of the popes, 
when he conliders the millions that 
have been engaged in civil wars to ag- 
grandize tha power of the church ? 
Nor is the animofity and rage between 
the clergy and laity alone, for divines 
would tear one another to pieces 
father than give up a comma; happy 
is it with you the houfe of convoca- 
tion meet but to break up. Divines 
indeed confign thofc of different opi- 
nions to perdition hereafter, but fortu- 
nately, fgr the peace of mankind, i;hey 
are not permitted to burn one another 
in this world. The government here 
allowing of no fchifms in the eftablifhed 
church, which is the Greek, prevents 
thofe difputes and altercations which 
are in truth often a difgrace to any 
mode of worfbip. 

• Thp 
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The clergy here are indeed ignorant 
but they are quiet •, they content thcm- 
felves with reading their liturgy^ with- 
out wiihing or pretending to explain 
what Providence has not perhaps dc- 
figged we fhould be able to do; and 
they have generally one point in view, 
which is to live as well and as comfort- 
ably as poffible; why Ihould wc cavil 
at that inftin6l in the clergy of all na- 
tions> which we allow to be a reafon* 
able one in their flocks ? 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XVIL 



8 1 I(» Mofcow. 

NOTHING perhaps would more 
aftoaifli a Ruffian, were he to refide a 
few months in London, than the nu- 
merous executions of criminals^ and 
the number convlded offaaaller offences 
in that per^d. 

To tell a Ruffian that a thoufand per- 
ions are tried for criminal offences in 
the city of London, in the courfe of a 
ycafy would by him be deemed an un- 
tnithi and yet it is /a faft. I may ven- 
ture to fay, that there is not that num- 
ber brought to juftice in the whole 
Ruflian dominions in that period of 
^ time. 
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time* There are, no doubts many 
little thefts committed by the lower 
clafs of people, but as yet they have 
no gentlemen highwaymen^ gentlemen 
fwindlers^ or gentkmen forgers. In 
Ruffia thefts are committed by ignorant 
perfons, wlio never had the leaft educa- 
tion, w means of livelihood. In 
j^glandj the greateft crimes are ufually 
committed by thofe who have received 
the beil education, and whofis natural 
profefiions would, it fhould feem, be 
fufHcient to maintain them in an bo** 
Hourable manner. 

To what can we impute fo ftrange a 
paradox ?-^Can a nation be fard to be 
civilized whofe individuals commit the 
greateft crimes ?— Js virtue and educa^ 
tion incompatible ? — Does the iavagt 
inherit from nature a greater portion of 

honour 
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honour than thofe who have been taught 
by rule to be honefi i 

There arc two principal nwtives 
which keep men from tranfgreifing the 
]aws> Virtue and Fear. From the pre- 
fect number of criminals daily brought 
to juftice» we might concludcj that 
Virtue is obliterated, and Fear delpifed. 

In Ruffia, exclufive of the nobility 
and gentry, no one wiflies tb be thought 
Wealthy, and confequently jhey affed 
an appearance of poverty. They are 
daily in fear of a fuperior power ftripping 
then>— to what purport rob? In Eng- 
land every one's ambition is to eclipfe 
thofe in equal rank, that is the rock fo 
often fplit on by thofe above the com* 
men clafs. 



In 
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In refpefl: to the lower clafi of cri^ 
minals, their number may, perhaps^ be 
in fome meafure caufed to the ill nui« 
naged police. In England the great 
plan there feems to be to puniih crimi- 
nals, not prevent their becoming fo* 
It may be faid, the emolument to thofe 
who take thieves is great — ^perhaps 'ti$ 
the caufe there are fo many. There Is 
no (:ountry in the world where that em- 
ployment is reduced to fo regular a 
fyftem. We feldoin hear of a pick-- 
pocket being apprehended -, the reafon 
is obvious — there is no reward. If be 
lives he will increafe in villainy, be- 
come a houfebreakcr, a highwayman— 
the confequence is obvious. 

Large as the city of Mofcow i<, 
without a fingle trading juftice, 
without one profeffed thief- taker, we 
rarely hear of a houfe being broke 

open. 
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epen, <»r o( footpads or other robberi« 
Lajzmy has not there yet ^lead its bane* 
ftii iiangs« There are acither playj^^ 
SOaiquerades^ or other diverfions to 
promote the ^liflipatioh of property^ ^iid 
the deprrrity of morals. In particular^ 
there are neither taverns or bagnios to 
invite the unwary to deftruftion. Cour* 
tezans are not feen here in the fireets, as 
hi London, ibme no doubt there are^ 
hut they are buried in oMcurity, and if 
dilcoiirered> puniftied. Pwiiflied, indeed, 
they are with you-— but how ? why oc- 
csfionally warrants are granted to fearch 
the ftreets— -wretches who hswre yet but 
one vice, arc ' hurried to jail, and 
blended with criminals of every kind 
for a certain time. In lieu of reforma- 
tion, the confc^uence is the addition of 
other vices ; biat thefe occafional fe- 
ver i Dies do not fail to bring grift to 

the 
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the good jufticcj by warrants^ bail* 

bonds, &€• 

Here the governoFy and other officers 
under him> are paid by die crown ; tbcy 
have no motive for opprefiioB, or the 
countenancing of vice : perhaps if it 
were fo in England it would fee better j 
at ieaft, thofe who were appoimcdy 
would probably be better ifkilied in the 
laws of the land, and would be mort 
refpefted by the public at large. 

But I m\ digreffing flrangely— de- 
fcribing the police of London, in lieu 
of rtiaft of Mofcow— or rather both. 
And, 'upon the whole, aMiough- dyfl 
property is certainly much better pro- 
tested in Kngland, I muft own the cri- 
minal police of Ruflia is not whhom 
its merit. 

LET- 
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LETTER XVill. 



SIR, Mofcow. 

SOBRIETY and temperance are not 
the favourite virtues of the Ruffians, 
although the gentry are at prefent more 
abftemioiK than they- were fifty years 
fince. 

Brandy is their favourite liquor, and 
the quantity fome will drink is incon- 
ceivable. At entertainments, the maf- 
tcr or miftrcfs prefents you with a glafs 
of wine or brandy, which holds from 
one to two quarts, which you are under 
the necQ^S^ of drinking, though you 
fhould drop^down intoxicated. 

Nor 
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Kor is this cuftom confined to the 
middling rank, or gentry. Czars and 
Czarinas have themfelves adopted the 
cuftom. An Ambalfador, who was at 
Peterlburgh in the year 1 7 1 5, relates a 
diverting circumftance, which happened 
in a party of pleafure with Peter the 
Great. — ** Being arrived at Cronflot, we 
** were plied with tokay by his Majefty's 
*^ own liand, in fuch a nianner, at din- 
^^ ner, that at our breaking up we were 
^* hardly able to Hand ; neverthelefs, we 
*' were obliged to empty each a bowl 
" holding a full quart, which \t^e re- 
*^ cjeived from the Czarina's own hand ; 
" whereupon We quite loft our fenfes, 
" and were in that pickle carried off to 
" fleep -, at four in the afternoon we 
" were waked, and brought again to 
*' the pleafure-houfe, when the Czar 
** gave to each of us a liatchet, \*ith 
" orders to follow him j he led us into 
H ^' a wood 
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" a wood of young trees, where he 
" marked a walk, of about an hundred 
** paces, to be cut out -, he fell to work 
** foremoft, and though we (being fcven 
** in number, befides his Majefty) found 
" fo unufual a drudgery very hard for 
** people who had not half recovered 
*' their fenfes, yet we followed courage- 
^* ouily for three hours, by which time 
** the fumes of the wine had pretty well 
** evaporated, nor did we receive any 
*' harm, except a certain minifter, who 
*^ hacked at the trees with fuch fury, 
" that by the fall of one he was hit and 
" bruifed. The Czar having thanked 
** us by word of mouth, the reward fol* 
*^ lowed at fupper,when we received fuch 
*< another dofe of liquor as fcnt us fenfe- 
•* lefs to bed ; but having fcarcely flept 
*' an hour and a half, a favourite of the 
<* Czar's was fent about midnight to 
^^ roufe us, and carry us, willing or un- 

" willing, 
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'' Willing, to the Prince of Circaflia, 
'* who was in bed with his confort, 
" where we were again pcftered with 
" wine and brandy 'till . four in the 
** morning. About eight we attended 
" the Czar to breakfaft, but inftead of 
" tea and coffee, as we expefted, wc 
^' were welcomed with large cups of 
'^ brandy ; after having taken a turn in 
*' the woods, we had the . fourth 
•* drinking bout at dinner, when a fair 
" gale prefenting, we returned." 

At tlie aflemblies brandy is dill called 
for. The firft aflembly in Peterlburgh 
was in the year 1 7 1 9 ; the Czar caufed 
a regulation to be printed on that oc- 
cafion, in the Ruffian tongue, which is 
in itfelf curious, and may ferve as a 
contraft to the rules eftablifhed at Bath 
and other polite places. 

H 2 Ri^ 
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Regulations for heping AJfembUes at Pe- 
terjburgh. 

** Aflembly is a French term, which 
** cannot be rendered in Ruffian in one 
^* word, it figriifies a number of perfons 
•** rheeting together, either for diverfion 
" or to talk about their own affairs ; 
"friends may fee each othef on. that ' 
" occafion, to confer together on bufi- 
*^ nefs, or other fubjefts ; to enquire 
" after domeftic or foreign news, ?ind 
" fo to pafs their time. After what 
** manner we will have thofeaffemblies 
" kept, may be learned from what fol- 
*^ lows : 

" I. The perfon at whofe houfe the 
" affembly is to be in the evening, is 
" to hang out a bill, or other fign, to 
" give notice to all perfons of either 
^ fex. 

" 2. The 
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** 2. The aflcmbly (hall not begin 
** fooner than'fbtif or five in the aftcr- 
** noon, nor continue later than ten at 
« night. 

^^ 3, The matter of the houfe is not 
*^ obliged to go and meet his guefts, to 
^* conduft them out, or to entertain 
<* them ; but he ought to find chairs, 
'^ candles, drink, and all the neceflaries 
*' alked for, as alfo to provide for dl 
" forts of gaming, and what belongs 
*^ thereto. 

'^ 4. No certain hour is fixed for any 
** body's coming or going, it is fuffi- 
** cient if one makes his appearance in 
^' the affcmbly. 

** 5. It is left to every one's, liberty 
** to fit, walk, or play, juft as he likes, , 
^ nor ibaU any body hiiwier hnn, or 
H 3 ^! take 
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^^ take exceptions at what he does, on 
'^pain of emptying the Greai Eagle (a 
** bowl .filled with wine or brandy)*. 
" As for the reft, it is fufficient to fa- 
" lute at coming or going, 

" 6. Perfons of rank, as for inft:ance, 
" noblemen and fuperior officers, like- 
*^ wife merchants of note, and 4icad 
*^ matters, by which are chiefly under- 
'• flood Ihip-builders i perfons em- 
** ployed in the chancery, and their 
*' wives and children, fhall have liberty 
" to frequent the afTentibly. 

** 7. A particular place fhall be 

-" afSgned to the footmen (thofe of the 

'* houfe excepted) that there may be 

*' fufficient room in the apartments de- 

" figned for the afTembly/* 

At thefe afTemWies there is dancing 
in one room, in another cards, draughts 

and 
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and chefs ; in the third rooip there is 
fmoking and difcourfing ; in the fourth 
are ladies and gentlemen diverting 
themlelves with queftions and com- 
mands^ forfeits^ crols-purpofes^ and 
fuch other little plays, that create good 
humour and laughter, and none of the 
company are obliged to drink more 
wine and brandy than what they alk 
for. 

This fimple plan is however now 
much altered here, though brandy 
holds its authority ftilL 

I am^ ^c. 
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LETTER XIX. 



SIR, Mofcow. 

THERE arc feyeral nunneries in and 
about MofcQw ; in one pf w|iiph, called 
the Tebude Mona/ier, are the burying 
places of all the Czarinas and CzarimaSy 
or princeflps, which make a fine ap- 
pearance. The corpfe lie in ftone 
coffins, ranged ip the fame order a§ 
they died. 

About an Englilh mile from the city 
(lands the Detvitz Monajierj or nunnery, 
which is a handfome ftrufture. In this 
place the Princefs Sophia, Peter's fitter 
by the half blood, was kept prifoner 
during life, for being concerned in the 
f- ^ great 
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great rebellion. At that time nobody 
was admitted to fee it, without the ex- 
prefs leave of Knees Tiedor Jurgowitz 
Romadinoflky, then Vice-Czar of MoF- 
cow ; he was a^ man of ftrid juftice, 
bur withaj of a ftrange humour, for it 
was his cuftom to force his guefts to 
drink a cup full of ftrong brandy, mixed 
with pepper, which a huge bear was 
artfully taught to prefent to them with 
one of her paws, and even, for diver- 
fion fake, to pull off their hats and 
wigs, and to lay hold of their cloaths, 
if they fcrupled to pledge. 

The Ruffians fuffer no inftrumental 
mufic in their churches, for they fay 
that God can only be praifed by human 
voice, neither have they any feats, but 
ftand or kneel before the images, croff- 
ing themfelves without intermiflion^ 
and repeating, Lord have mercy upoa 

lis. 
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o$, all the time the priefl: fays maft. 
In the nunneries they fing in two parts, 
after Ruffian notes, but there is no V2t- 
xiatida in the mufic. 

Mod of the monafteries about Mof- 
cow are furrounded with high walls and 
turrets, the Tartars having frequently 
made inroads as far as Mofcow. There 
arc (bme paintings in moft of them, 
but they are rather daubings j relick$ 
they have but few, 'tis not the Ruffian 
hobby I 

There arc married women in many of 
the nimneries, who either chufe that 
life of their own accord, on fome, diC- 
contents in marriage, or are thruft into 
tlicm by their hufbands, which in this 
country is eafily done. They wear long 
black gowns with wide fleeves, a girdle 

about 
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about their waift, and on their heads 
wide black hopds. If married men 
turn monks, their marriage is of cottrfe 
diflblved. 

I am, &c« 
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1^ E T T E IL XX. 



SIR, ' Mofcow. 

T O write to you from this country, 
and not to devote one letter to Peter 
the Great, will to you feem inexcufable. 
I niuft own, however, that he is lefs 
talked of in RulSa than in other part^ 
of Europe. 

During his life, printing being, as it 
were, in its infancy, few anecdotes of 
him were preferved by his fubjeds. 
What has been publifhed on that head, 
has generally been done by foreigners 
who were in employments under him, 
or were there in public charadters from " 
other courts. 

So 
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So much ha^ httn faid of hftn in bii 
m'll^tsarjr capa^rdy^ by his hiftotnM, dot 
it would be necdlefs^ to repeat k agan § 
I would rather wiih to confider him in a 
moti domett point oftiew ; fince, pro- 
bably, in that light,^ We rtiaybe abloM 
j.adge (^ liis n^turai iiiclifiatioiUk 

Peter, originally, was debarred <^ a 
tolerable e^duKration ; the Prince6SG|4iia 
ufed her utmoft endeavours^ to deprive 
him of that advantage, in hopes that 
by an unbecottiing condu£l he ^vould» 
in time, render himielf odious to die 
people, and that his promifing g^iivsi 
of which he gave early proofs, would 
be ftifled by debauches and licentioai^ 
ilefs — Ivan^ his brother, beii^ her h,^ 
vourite. 

To his natural parts we muft, there* 

fore, attribute all that mey fcem for- 

2 prizing 
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priziitg in the aftonifhing revolution he 
occafionedin the manners and improve* 
mcn^ of his fuhj^6ts» 

Though he had many counfellors^ I 
am inclined to think that, in general^ 
he purfued his own original ideas^ by 
which means he fbmetimes erred. 

In his natural difpofition he Was cruel 
and arbitrary to a degree. His cruelty 
appears evident, by the punilhments he 
fo fevcrely inflifted on thoufands of hia 
flibjefts. Iri the founding of St. Peterf^ 
burgh not'lefs than a hundred thoufand 
perfons loft their lives> being arbitrarily 
obliged to quit their habitations and 
families to af&fl in that undertaking, 
where they were left to ftarve, no pro- 
vifion being made for them. His 
treatment of prifoners of war was 
equally cruel and unjuft, not only the 

, officers 
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officers of rank were obliged to walk ai 
Haves m his triumphal pageantries, btic 
tliey were baniflied to tTie Inhofpitablc 
climes of Siberia, where they futfered 
every hardlhip, and, in general, pe^ 
riflied. The number of prifoners taken 
at the battle of Pultowa, amounted ta 
1^,753 ^^^9 f^w or none of whom 
ever returned to Sweden* 

On the taking of any city, town, or 
village from his enemies, it was his 
tuftom to remove the whole of the in* 
habitants to fom? parts of his dcferc 
dominions — a pra6lice totally repug- 
nant to juftice and equity. 

Even thofe foreigners whom he had 
by promifes inJ'uced to fettle in his do- 
minion?, fouild* themfelves egregipufly 
miftaken ; they were neglefted, ill paid, 
and when defirous of retiring to their 

refpedive 
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irefpeftlve coimtries, deprived of that 
privilege oit the moft frivolous pre- 
tences. 

A fingular inftance of cruelty and 
hardfhip> committed by Peter, was in 
the cafe of the famous Count Piper, a 
Swedifh officer. In the year 1712, the 
Ruffians burned five Dutch merchant- 
men off Helfingfors, miftaking them 
for Swedilh. The States General long 
infilled upon reparation, but in vain. 
The Ruffian court, therefore, pretend- 
ing that the Swedilh fhips, which laid 
at the fame time near Helfingfors, had 
been the occafion of that accident, and 
bearing an ill will to Count Piper, who 
had always afted as a gallant fubjecl to 
his fovereign, he was told, he muft 
either refolve to pay fifty thoufand rou- 
bles, (1 1,000 1.) or be fen t to the re- 
moteft parts of Siberia. Accordingly, 

the 
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the Count drew a bill upon his lady in 
Sweden for the faid fum, which Ihe ac- 
cepted, but the King of Sweden for- 
bidding her, under fcvere penalties, to 
make payments. Count Piper was for 
thit reafon treated in a moft rigorous 
manner. Nor can the circumftancc, 
mentioned by Hanway, of Peter's giv* 
ing his own fword to General Renchild, 
be confidered as a proof of natural ge- 
nerofity, but merely as a political ma- 
noeuvre. 
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LETTER XXI. 



o I Ry ' JHiiicowf* 

PETER the Great was inflexible in 
his difpofition and determinations ; ge« 
neroiity and mercy had but little (hare 
in his refolutions ; levity, indeed, fbme- 
times intruded on his ferious moments* 

The firft of April was a day the Czar 
took great delight in. In the year 
1719, a perfon of the name of Samp- 
fbn, remarkable for his (Irength, was 
in Peterfburgh ; his Majefty had given 
orders to all perfons of«diftinftion, the 
Czarina Dowager, and her princefles 
not excepted, to appear at the play- 
ioufc to fee the famous Sampfon exhibit- 
Pit 
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Pit and boxes were fooii filled. The 
expedations of the fpe&ators being 
raifed by long preparations made on the 
ftage> they grew impatient to fee the 
ihew begin^ when a machine was let 
down from the clouds^ with this in- 
fcription in capital letters, APRIL.. 
The Harlequin afterwards appeared, 
and having in a merry compliment ri- 
diculed the company for being thus 
come on an April errand, thanked them 
for the prefent^ and invited them to 
come again next day for better diver- 
lion. The year before the Czar had 
pleafed himfelf with another fort 9f 
humour, on the like occafion ; he had 
ordered' an old houie to be feton fire 
on the firft of April, in the night time, 
in fome remote part of the town, and 
the drums to be beaten ; he went to the 
place himfelf, much delighted, to fee 
his foldicrs running full fpecd to extin- 
I 2 guiib 
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guifli the flames. After -c^hich, hox^- 
ever, he ordered them beer and brandy 
for their pains. In the reig^ of Peter, 
the falhion of keeping dwarfs was uni- 
verfal with the great. In the year 17 19, 
a woman dwarf was brought tabed, and 
added a new number to the fociety, or 
fpecies of thofe diminutives of man- 
kind, whom they then took particular 
care, in Ruffia, to propagate, by mar- 
rying them together. In the year 1716, 
the Czar was pleafcd to add to the fo- 
lemnities of the nuptials between Prin- 
cefs Ann, his niece, and the Duke of 
Courland, Frederick William, the di- 
verfions of a dwarf wedding. The day 
before the wedding two dwarfs, of well 
proportioned Ihape, finely drefled, drove 
about in a little chaife to invite the 
guefts. On the day appointed, a very 
little dwarf marched at the head 0/ the 
' proccflion, as marfhal j he was followed 

. ■ by 
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by the bride and bridegroom, then 
came the Czar, attended by his mini- 
ftcrs and other ofEcers, next marched 
all the dwarfs of both fexes, in couples, 
in number feventy-two. The proceffion 
was clofed by a vaft number of fpeda- 
tors. After dinner the dwarfs began to 
dancC) which diverfion laftcd'till night, 
to the great diverfion of the Ipeftators, 
and the new married couple were bedded 
in the Czar's own bed-chamber. 

About the fame time the Czar caufed 
a wedding between one SotofF, a writing 
mailer, in his 84th year, to a buxom 
widow of 34i the company confifted of 
400 perfons, every four perfons had 
their peculiar drels, lb that they rcpre* 
fcnted an hundred different nations. 
The four perfons appointed to invite 
the guefts, were the greateft ftammerers 
that could be found in all Ruffia. Old 
I 3 / decripid 
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decripid meiii who were not able to 
walk or ftand, were picked out to fcrvc 
for bridefmen, fiewards and waiters* 
There were four running footmen^ who^ 
befides the gour^ Were fo unwieldy as ta 
want others to lead them. The Czar 
himfelf was drefled like a boor of Fri^e- 
land, and Ikilfully beat a drum^ of which 
he was fond. In this manner, bells 
ringing every where, the ill matched 
couple were attended to the altar of the 
great church, where they were joined 
in itiatrimony by a prieft an hundred 
years old, who had 16ft his eye-fight 
**nd memory, to fupjJy which defeat a 
pair of fpeftaclcs were put 6n his nofey 
two candles held before his eyes, and the^ 
Words founded into his ears which he 
was to pronounce. From church the 
proceflion went to^the Czar'^ palace, 
where the divcrfions laftcd fomc days. 

n 
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' It will naturally occur to you, that 
diverfions of this kind are, in truth, a 
Ipecies^ of cruelty. To colled together 
a fct of miferablc cripples, and to cx- 
pofe them in the manner above recited, 
muft, in the mind3 of rational beings, 
excite compaflion and pity, not merri- 
ment* To the honour of the prefent 
tirpes, objefts of this kind are con- 
cealed, not CBpoled* 
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LETTER XXII. 



SIR, Mofcow. 

PETER, it is faid, was of an amo- 
rous difpofition, but it was ufually gra- 
tified in a grofs and fenfual manner* 
Mr. Hanway is of opinion^ that his 
great foible was the loVc of women, 
on the contrary, I am apt to think, 
that intoxication and cruelty may be 
confidered as his greateft errors. Mr.' 
Hanway, who may be confidered rather 
as a platonic lover, than otherways, by 
his writings, makes a whimfical apology 
for the foiWe of his favourite Peter. 
" It is Jrue, fays he, that in love he 
" was no hero, but as fcrvilely fubmif- 
'* five to an imperious appetite as a 

" com-r 
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^^ common man, and it feemed in htm 
*' but mere appetite, at le^ we do not 
*^ 'find, that the plcafiire dr.toraient 
'^ arifing from a paflionate indulgence, 
** or a reafonable government of diis 
** weakn^s^ ever drew him into incon* • 
** veniences, or protracted the progrefs 
*« of that aftive and extcinfivfe glofy for 
*' which he was lb much- diftinguilbed ; 
•*^ arid for ahis vice, we .muft fay with ^ 
<*^Sir Walter Raleigh, « if Adam in his 
*^ ftate of innocence, David, God's 
** chbfen icrvant, and Solomon, a man 
"of the greateft wifdom, fwerved from 
<^ their duty to the living God, through 
" the l0ve they bore to woman, it is 
" not fo Wonderful, as lamentable, that 
" men have in all fucceeding ag^^c." 

How far the indulgen6e of the paf- , 
fions in married mefJ; wjthr other wo- 
men, falls within the reafonable govern- 
ment 



^-i 



Digitized by Google 



!!■ fti— iihMMfciMMMte*W!<i^»»>l 



( izz) 

mctti: Mn Hanwjiy! means^ I am at a 
1q& to df termiiio^ Mt* Hanway feems 
to confidcrluft. but as a weaknefs^ the 
r^aibiKible government of ^ich his 
bcco did not exceed. I will allow him 
that others have coipmitted that crime 
to greater excefs^ but I cannot think 
that the parallel he draws between 
A^iam^ David, Solomon and Peter^ 
can.Mi any: fhape holds what refem^ 
falMce can there be between ^am^ . 
who through the wtakmji only of being 
fedoced by Eve^ fell ; and Peter^ who 
thfovgh kfif flrayed to every woman 
his pa(fioi\s ptxxnpted him to > Adaca 
finned .once-*9rPeter continuall}^. The . 
remaimng part of the comparUbn^ I 
think Mr. Hanway, through decency, 
might hav^ omitted. Nor can theyZ;^ 
f(^d repentance of Peter, be compared 
with the public and known contrition of 
D^vid and Solomon. 

,z Neither 
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Neither docs the following circum^ 
fiance, mentioned by Mr. Hanway, 
give an idea of that teademefs and re- 
gard to his fubjefts, which Mr.Hanway 
would inculcate : " Valenfky, an offi- 
*^ cer, who had a command in the ex- 
** pedition to Perfia, was oftce beaten 
«' by Peter^s orders, miftaking him for 
*^ another. WeU, fays Peter,^ I am 
<* forry for It, but you will deferve it 
<^ one day or other, and then remind 
" me that you are in arrears with me, 
^ which accordingly happened upon 
^^ that very expeditiofi^ ftnd he watt 
«excufcd/' 

To me it feems, that the apology 
was adding cruelty to cruelty, and was 
neither confiftcnt with juAice or hunia* 

nity. 
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LETTER XXIIL 



SIR, Petcriburgb. 

I A M »0w returned, after a long 
ftay at Mofcow, to this city^ the win- 
ter being fet in, I travelled in a (ledge 
this diftancCj in about five days. 



I could not but obferve> that the 
late war had much impeded the culti- 
vation of land, by the number of hands 
that had been taken from the plough to 
iccruit their armies* 

In Tain will Ruffia attenipt to render 
hcrfelf more flourilhing, and her fub- 
jefts more happy, by foreign conqueft, 
ever retained at an immenfe cxpcncc, 

whilft 
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'whilft flie depopurates her natural tld- 
itiinions. 'Tis true, indeed, that the 
war between Great-Britain and her co-» 
lonies has occafioned'an increase of the 
exports of hemp, iron and thnber from 
Ruffia \ to which alfo the general arma* 
ments of all the European powers has 
contributed ; but fhould a reconciliation 
happen, and the powers difarm, Ru(Sa 
will find herfelf involved in man/ dif- 
ficulties, and her trade decreafe as ra- 
pidly as it increafed* 

This city bears a military afpe^b, by 
the number of officers here who have 
ferved in the late wars ; thofe, however, 
in the naval departments, except a very 
few, do not fcem to meet with great 
encouragement or recompenfe/ Nor 
will their next fleet be manned with 
experienced failors, moft of thofe being 
dead who ferved in the Turkifh war ; 

and 
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and I. may vcntnre to fajr, their mry 
/mVL never make a rcfpe&able figui:^^ 
I fet out for Narva to-morrow, from 
whence, or [from Riga^ I Ihall trouble 
you again. 

I am, &:c. 
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LETTER XXIV. 



I BOUGHT at Petcrfburgh aimall 
carriage^ for a few (hillings, which 
•brought me ix> this place. In th^ raad 
I padbd through Narva/ the cafiiMi irf* 
Eftonia, it is init iinalli fta«icU 69 a 
rifing ground, and has a forttficatjon of 
no great ftrength- The trade of Narva 
confifts chiefly in flax and timber ; for- 
merly dve trade was much rnore ctfnfi- 
derable. The timber exported is noiT 
limited by the Ruffian governn\ent« 

Narva is chiefly remarkable by tl^e 
defeat of «oo,ooo Ruffians by a handful 
of Swedes, in 17005 but in the cour^ 

of 
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of four years it was taken by ftomif 
and numbers of perTons put to the 
fword. It is faid, that Peter killed fe- 
veral of his own fbldiers to ftop the 
carnage ; and ihewing his fword, told 
the inhabitants it was the blood of his 
own fubje&s he had ipiUcd to fave 
them. 

From Narva I proceeded to this place. 
There is nothing wortliy of notice on 
the road, although the diftance from 
Narva to Peterfburgh is above 280 
Englifh miles. 

Riga is^the metropolis of Livonia, in 
latitude 57. In 17 10, the Ruffians be- 
came matters of it, after a fiege of 
three months. The garrifbn loft 6000 
men during the liege^ by famine, flck-* 
nefs, and the fword ; and to fuch ex- 
tremities were the inhabitants' driven, 

that 
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that ^bovc 50,000 perlfbed in that 
tim^. • 

• By the capitulation the magiftracy 
preferved their immunities, and even, 
though a garrifoned town, the keys are 
every evciliag depofited with them, and 
they enjoy other peculiar privileges. 

When the. ice breaks up, about the 
end of March, it often comes down in 
. fuch pieces as to form banks, and ren- 
ders the building a ftone bridge on the 
Dwena imprafticable. A Angular bridge 
of boats has. been contrived, fo that 
perfons walk even with the water, and 
Qiips are there loaded, which is a great 
convenience. - 

The trade of Riga is nearly of the 

fame commodities as Narva,, but is 

more extcnfivc. The Dutch had the 

K grcateft 
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grcateft fti?.rc Jn the timber tradir^ bur 
that branch has feme how much dc-r 
creafed, and the partition of Poland 
will alfo nSk^ the flax 4nd heipp trd4G 
of Rig4. 

.The Englifh merchants at ^iga liv« 
riegantly, and recciye their countiymen 
paffing that way hofpitably. There are 
concerts and pkys, but the plays wei-c 
truly contemptiWe, being perFormied 
l>y Dutchmen. George Barnwell was 
played in a truly ridiculous ftile ; cuf- 
tom, however^ reiconciks eyery thing. 
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L E T T :^ R XXV. 



SIR, Damzig. 

FRO^i Riga I fet out in a poft wag- 
gon, and entered Courland. Mittaw, 
the capital, is but an indifferent town, 
the frequent abfencc of its fovereign 
renders every thing dull here. Fading 
by a fmall town, called Luban, 1 arrived 
at Memel. 

Memel is Sk final] city, fubjed to the 
King of PruOia, and has a tolerable 
caftte ; it was taken by the Ruffians in 
tfic 4afl: Y^t ; the trade is not confide- 
rable, chiefly timber ; there ^s a ftur- 
geon fiflici-y here. A 'tolerable garrifon 
is kept here» I obfenvcd fcveral por- 
K 2 traits 
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traits of officers hanging in the ftrects, 
and, on enquiry, found they rcprefented 
officer? who had dcfcrted the Pruffian 
ferviec. It feemcd to me ftngular, that 
officers (hould defcrt, but confidering 
that commiffions are not purchafed in 
that fervice, it will not be wondered at. 
Croffing the river here, I travelled near 
three days on the fliore of the Baltic, 
The fands here are dangerous, being 
quick, and no marked road. There 
are no houfes but the poft-houfes, and 
thofc at a vciy confiderable diftance. 
One evening, in a ftorm of fnow, the 
waggon funk in a quick ftfhd, and the 
horfe in the fhafts was Iq^with it; for- 
tunately we were within a mile of the 
poft-houfe, which, after much fatigue 
and rilk, we reached and proceeded to 
Koningfberg, a large handfome city, 
where a tolerable Hradc is carried on* 
Merchants comp here, in vinter, quite 

frorn 
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from Mofcow, at a fmall expence, and 
purchafe filks, ftufFs, and other . arti- 
cles, but they are obliged to give fecu- 
rityfor thdr return, through the mifta- 
ken policy of Ruflia. 

There are fonie fine churches here, 
' and the organs are remarkably large 
and beautiful ; there are, many Jews 
.here, who deal in every thing ; there is 
a fifliery of amber near this place, and 
many curiofitlcs may be purchafed here 
in amber* 

- A good garrifon is kept here ; the 
black, ord^th huflars, compofed part 
of it, and are^ in truth, a formidable 
and defperate body, neither giving or 
making quarter. Here, as in other parts 
ofPrufEa, there arc many French fami- 
lies, and exclufive X)f the feverity of 
military government, evory ftep is taken 
K 3 to 
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to render the inhabitants caly and their 
trade flourifliing. 

This place, like Memel, ^11 into the 
hands of Ruflla laft war, and indeed 
they will unavoidably fall in every war, 
being too remote from the places where 
he muft retain the principal part of his 
army. Pruffia has more to fear from 
Ruffia than Auftria, as they can enter 
and lay wafte his dominions v/ith little 
danger and trouble, whereas bis barrier 
to the Emperor is ftronger, and eafier 
maintained ; 'tis from this circumftance 
that Pruffia will, probably, endeavour- 
to keep on good terms with Ruffia* 

I fet out from hence for Dantzig, in 
a fledge, and the cold was fo intenfe as 
to freeze wine I lay on in a few hours. 
There are hardly any regular inns on this 
road. The poftmafters, however, be- 
ing 
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ihg ofceh Old or difabled oHicefs, are 
gentlemen^ and polite^ but much ac- 
commodation is not expe£bedj and^ in- 
deed, there is no part of the world 
where fuch accommodations are found 
as in England, or even France. 

I 9in% &c« 



K4 LEt- 

Digitized by Google 



( «3« ) 



LETTER XXVL 



SIR, Dantzig* 

DANTZIG b a large and handfome 
city, the houfes arc lofty, and have 
generally balconies v the city is well 
fortified with deep ditches, and the 
outworks are very extenfive, inclofing 
feveral hills which othcrways would 
command the city. One of thefe hills 
is remarkably fortified^ and here it was 
that Count Munich, in 1734, was re- 
pulfed in a defperate attack he madc^ 
lofing 5000 men on the fpot. 

This city has long beeri looked on 
with envious eyes by theKingof Prufl3a> 
and he wouU certainly have pofleflcd 

hinnfelf 
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himfelf of it, but for tht remonftrancct 
of fome foreign courts ; but although 
he has in appearance given up thac 
point, in reality, he has ruined the 
trade of Dantzig, for his dominions, 
furrounding it, he levies exorbitant du*. 
ties on all that goes in or out of Daat« 
zig, by which means the trade will in- 
ienfibly be transferred to Konmgiberg 
and other places, unlefs they fhould re* 
iblve to treat with him, and put them* 
felves under his protection — a dangerous 
experiment with a prince of the King 
of PruflSa's turn* This, however, will 
probably be the cafe. 'Tis not the 
age of liberty and independence — 
Luxury ^and diffipation have efFedtcd 
what the moft veteran armies have 

failed in. , 

\ . ' 

The inh^itahts are hoipiuble, and 
the women agreeable. The city fwarms 

with 
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^onftqwnce of imrigujng is att^Bfaed 
winh ne^whei^penci^ ^mliroutlct a^^ ih©?*? 
i& a fpiritual court here thiie fin6s jp-^Ky 
Sziartly ; its jurifdiftion, bovcvf r^ wr. 
tend no father than wUhia t^ c^ty 
wailsa 

The greateft cwiofity in D^ntzig i$ 
the Great: Lutheran Gh\ti^hi abcrv^ 300 
years did, A eunous pabtieg Ij^ woo^i 
done by Vaa Eyck* '^bout t^ ye&j: 
1400, isihewn, reprefonting the Refiir-^ 
f e£tian ; there is great expiieffion in the 
faces, and the hands are niu€h admiredi 
Our Saviour is reprefented with the 
ftscord of juftice^ and a branch of laurel 1 
OR each fide are the Apoftles, the arch- 
angel Michael is below, as upoBji earth* 
in armour. The moft Angular figures 
are, a man with his throat cut^ and 
the. perpetrator of ir> whom dmils ard 

ready 
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ready to receive. It is faid they were 
bro^hers^ and alfo both painters, and 
that envy induced one of them to CQm« 
mit the crime. 

There is a'handfomc exchange here, 
and the arfenal contains a conQderable 
ooHcftion of arms, but thc'garrifbn is 
fmnil, and indeed of no real ufe, fincc 
the town is totaHy at the mercy of itji 
Affighbours. 
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L E T T E- R XXVlt 



^ SIR, Berlm. 

FROM Dantzig to Berlin the coun^ 
try is but very indifferent ; near Dant- 
zig lies the convent of Oliva, f^nous 
only for the treaty of 1660, when 
Charles Guftavus of Sweden had nearly 
conquered all PolaAd, - 

Five German miles from Dantzig you 
enter Pruffian Pon^rania ; the country 
here begins to look better, and between 
here and Stolpe, which is eight German 
miles, there are feveral forefts of fhrub 
oak* Stolpe is a fmall city, but the 
inhabitants are numerous, and feem 
induftrious and thrtving ; the land about 

Stolpe 



Digitized by Google 



( HI ) 

Stolpc is chiefly corn, with fomc fine 
meadows. There is always a fmall bodjr 
of Huflars here ; and here, as in dl the 
Pruffian dominions, an exa6t difcipline 
is kept, and the police and civil regu« 
lations are kept with the utmoft exadt* 
nefs. There are few or no beggars in 
Pruffia ; idle fellows would foonbe fent 
to the army, but, naturally, they are 
' induftrious, cleanly and fober. 

In the road lies Stargard, the metrd^ 
polis of PruflTian Pomerania, where 
there are feveral handfome churches; 
here are numbers of French families, 
defcended from thofe who fled from 
France at the revocation of the edi6b 
of Nantz j great encouragement was 
given at that time to thofe who took 
f efuge in the Pruffian dom^inion3. 

Near 
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Near Angcnniind, the Margravfc of 
Sbhwtdt has a handfonrc palace, whick 
ilHkes the more (as there are but few 
noblemen'^ feats on the road, moft of 
the nobility are ia the army, or relide 
itt BerUa. 

I wafl /hocked to obierve here fome 
makfafbors wlio had been broke on the 
wheel ; at th^ entrance of all the cities 
in Pruflia there are gibbets and wheels, 
Jwit there are rery few executions ; the 
fcritor caufed by the feverity of the pu- 
nifliment, and the good order preferved, 
prev^t the frequency of robberies or 
other crimes* 

I had bought a coach at Dantsig Sat 
twenty ducats, which brought me here, 
being 250 Englifli miles, and here I 
fold it for nearly that money, fo that 
ffaveiling in company is not very ex- 
5 penfivej^ 
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penfive ; the carriers in general arc G> 
ber and careful^ and it is ufualj in this 
part of the world, to join in prayer and 
' other devotion, in the nnprniflg, en tkc 
road, and often at other times ; reli- 
gion does not feem here the effedt of 
hypbcifly or enthufiafm, but tht Aatural 
confequence of an eariy endeayeur in 
parent^ to inftU religious nmtives ia. 
(heir children* 
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LETTER XXVm. 



SI R» Balm. 

THE city erf" Berlin is computed to 
be 250 EngKih miles from Dantzig. 
The entrance towards the palace has a 
good efied as you pafs the new bridge^ 
where is placed an equeftrian ftatue of 
Frederick William the Great. 

Tlie King's palace, which is near the 
bridge^ is a noble building, but not 
iKiiform, having been built at different 
times» His particular apartments are 
white fhicco and gildings which is the 
prevailing tafte at Berlin ; the frames 
0f many of the pifkures are filver, and 
with little ornament; the luftres^ which 

are 
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are numerous, are alfo filver, and very 
malfy; the efFcft of filvcr is not fo 
flriking as glafs. 

The arfcnal is an elegant building, 
and forms one fide of the palace. Here 
are always kept arms for ip,ooo men, 
and being under the immediate inlpec- 
tion of the King, it is not to be 
doubted but that it is kept in perfect 
order and condition. 

Not far from thence is the opera 
houfe, which is a fuperb modern ftonc 
building, the portico is fupported by 
fix pillacs^ over which is infcribed 

Fredericus Rex ApolUni £sf Mujis. 

The faloon is lofty, and fupported by 
pillars, which rather"* obftruflfs the 
fcenery, nor has it a theatric 'appearance ; 
there are three galleries, and tfce- or* 
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cheAra is at)Out equal to the opera in 

England* 

The King has compofcd fevcral ope- 
ras } his ftile in nrm(icy though learned, 
is fingular ; iiis favourite compofers af- 
fect the fame ftile, in complin^nt to 
their fovcreigri, fo that there is very 
little variety in their opffra«. 

His Majcfty*s fayourite inftrunient is 
the German flute, on which he excels^ 
There is fuch a mechanical arrai^- 
ment in all he does, that he regularly 
plays through about three hundred 
pieces compofed fpr^^Wm^i without 
feeming more pleafcd Vith one piece 
than the other. 

The orcheftra is ccppofed chiefly of 

Germans, who receive • but a moderate 

falary, and although he is obliged to 

• ' open 
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Open his purfe more liberally to the 
Italian fingers, it is with fuch referve, 
that he fcldom has thofe of the firft rate. 

There arc alfo maiquerades and ri- 
dottos here at the King's expence ; this, 
to travellers, gives a ftriking idea of his 
magnificence. In time of war, how- 
ever, there are no operas* 

A company of French comedians are 
alfo'fupported here by the King, the 
admiffion-is by tickets, which art cafily 
obtained ; the company is but fmall^ 
and are but indifferent performers •, his 
Majefty never honours them with his 
prefence. 

The court of Pruffia has but little 

gallantry to recommend it, though ft 

abounds with military gentlemen. The 

King himfelf is not known to have had 

L 2 ^ny 
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any intrigues; the ^ivil and military 
arrangements in his kingdom ieem to 
engrols his whole attention. The Queen^ 
whom the King is (aid never to have co- 
habited with, owing, as fome iay, to 
its being a match forced on him con- 
trary to his inclinations, or as others 
pretend, owing to a natural infirmity, 
lives in a great meaiure retired. The 
King always treats her with uncomnx>n 
civility and refpecl, but the peculiar 
iituadon their Majeftics are in render 
the court very gloomy. 
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L £ T T E R XXIX. 



SIR, Berlin. 

THE police of Berlin is admirable ; 
there are no rewards for the apprehen- 
Con of robbers, fo that robbedes are 
feldom heard of. The foldicrs in gar- 
rifon are obliged to be at their refpec- 
tivc quarters c^rly, and the corporals 
and ferjeants go perfonally^ each nighty 
to every foldiers quarter^ to obfcrvc his 
condu6t» 

• ' > . . 
Conimiifions in the* army are neither 
bought or fold ; the fimple foldier may 
become" a General, nay it has frequently 
happened, and a no.blenrian's fon, whole 
inclination it is to go in the army, muft 
L3 do 
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do the real duty of a foldicr for fomc 
time before he can procure a com* 
mHIion ; promotion is gradual^ pro- 
vided merit follows. 

The revenues of Pruflia being but 
fmall^ it would be a matter of aftonifti- 
ment to find what a prodigious army 
the King maintains^ did we not know 
the oeconomy of his diiburlements. 
The officers, when too old for fcrvice, 
arc provided with places in departments 
that require little or no attendance, fo 
that there is no cxpence of half-pay ; 
his private expenctt are moderate; his 
Wardrobe confifts ufually in two fiiits of 
regimentals ; t^e cxpences of his table, 
by contraft, is but about loo dollars a 
day, exclufive of wine* The Engliih 
Court Calendar woikld certainly appear 
to his Pruffian Majefty as an incredibly 
romUnce. 

There 
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There i$ one circumftance that makes 
the King very popular^ which is the 
facility with which he is applied to ; 
any perfon may write to the King with 
freedom^ and he will receive an anfwer 
in writing, with as much regularity as 
from a merchant. A gentleman at 
Memel Ibewed me a letter frdm his 
Majefty, thanking him for a prefent of 
fturgeon, which the gentleman, who 
farmed a fiihery, fent him; wrote in 
polite, though concife terms, 

ILetters wrote to his Majcfty arc 
opdened by himfelf only, fome he an^- 
fwers pcrfonally, fome he refers to par- 
ticular perfons, whc|^.^e not negleft a 
mome;nt the bufipei^ they are intruded 
with. 

Should a perfon be dppreffed by a 

Aobleman, or fliould'^he refvif^o dif- 

L 4. 4 . charge 
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charge his debts to a tradefman in a 
reafonable time, he need only inform 
his Majefly by letter of it, who will 
perfonally enquire into the afFair, and 
give a proper redrefs to the irjjurcd 
party. 

It is well known that the King has 
Ipies in every court, who are not even 
known to his mihifters at thofe courts i 
by this means nothing efcapes him. 

The Pruffian code of laws are fimple 
and plain ; the whole may be comprized, 
in a couple of fmall volumes ; the laws 
are fo plain as to prevent fuits, 'and, 
what is a mateifal advantage, no fuit 
can depend a longer time than twelve 
months, in the ufual courts undecrded ; 
Ifcovld that happen; the King decide^ it, 

' ■ '• ft 
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It muft be owned that the laws of 
England are admirably calculated for 
jiiftice^ and that the trial by juries is an 
ineftimable privilege, but; the delays^ 
the chicane, or as the gentlemen of that 
profcfliion more emphatically e:xpreis it, 
the glorious Jincertainty of the law is foch, 
that many thoufands arc deprived of the 
juftice they are entitled to ; if, in lieu 
of enafting new laws, * five hundred 
were burnt annually, in a few years wc 
Ihould underftand each other betteti 
and juftice be better adminiftered. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 



S t ft, Berlin, 

THE trade of PriiiSa is become c(m- 
fiderablet and wiU be more and more 
extended by the partition gf Pojandt 
lii*Pruffian Majcjfty- having refcrvcd the 
v»& raluable part of that country cs 
himfelO ^^d by the different duties and 
regulations he has naade in his new ac* 
quifitiom^ the trade of Dantzig, for* 
xncrly fo confiderable^ will be totally at 
an end, unlcfs they will fubmit to the 
Pruffian yoke. 

The -King of Pruflia has taken infi- 
nite pains to encourage the fettlement 
of foreigners in his dominion. They 

arc 
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arc on^ the fame footing with his nattrrd 
fubjeSs, in every refpeft, and ixiay cfta- 
blifh tbemfelves freely; and, as a fur- 
ther encouragement, fums of money 
are frequently advanced to perfons who 
propofe to introduce new manufaftories 
in his kingdom, without intereft, under 
the infpeftion of perfons appointed by 
his Majefty, and the principal has been 
ofren relinquilhed, when induftry^ and 
integrity have appeared ih the bor- 
rower. 

It is fuppofed that one-third of the 
inhabitants of Berlin are foreigners, 
chiefly French. The free excrcife of all 
religious tenets contributes greatly to 
encourage emigrations from France, 
It is furprizing, that in a country 
where in other refpe6ts induftry is chc* 
rifhed, that government Ihould be fo 
weal^ as to banUh, as it were, the moft 

. ufeful 
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wfeful fubjcds. OB the feore of a difFc^ 
rcnce in religious worfbip. 'Tis to that 
fatal error in politics England is in- 
debted for the art of weaving (ilk, hat- 
making,, apd other branches of ufeful 
and profitable knowledge. The wings 
of bigotry fcenf>, however, now dipt in 
maft countries, by which circunnftance 
not only trade and conamerce will floii- 
rilh, but the ferocity of war fubfide; 
lor it is more than probable, that 
where Ignorance and Enthufiafm difap- 
pcar. Peace will eftablilh her pleafing 
reign. 

The Roman catholics have one of the 
handfomeft churches in Berlin, and the 
prefcnt King afFecled to fhew them 
.Ibme particular marks of favour, info- 
much that the late Pope wrote to him 
,a letter of thanks ; and lately he in- 
vited the exiled Jefuits to refide in Si- 

Icfiaj 
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lefia, judging rightly, that they would 
not come empty handed, and that as 
long as they conduced themfelves as 
peaceable fubjefts he had nothing to 
do with their dili)utes or tenets. 

Tliere are feveral confidefable manu- 
fadorles eftablilhed in Berlin, particu- 
larly of gold and filver lace, and broad 
cloth v in lace they excel, their cloth, 
as yet, - is but indifferent ; the King, 
however, wearing it himfelf, few per- 
fons wear any other, 

Silefia is the prime part of his domi- 
nions ; vaft quantities of linen are ex- 
ported from thence. The houfe of 
Auftria, who loft that country, (till 
look with an envious eye on it, and, if 
ever a war fhould break out between 
thefe two powers, Silefia will be the 
bone in contention. 

T9 
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To a philofophcr, if fuch chara<5ler§ 
are in being at preicnt, it would appear 
incredible^ that in Europe there are not 
le(s than one million of foldiers kept up 
by the different powers, and entirely 
fupported by the fweat and labour of 
others ; not only they are kept at an 
immenfe expence, but the world is de- 
prived of their labour and toil. What 
a public benefit would arife if one half 
of them were employed in cultivating 
the land, which, for want of labourers, 
now lays wafte. 

Two motives, perhaps, induce the 
prefcnt monarchs in Europe to keep 
tip fuch vaft armies: the jealoufy they, 
entertain of each other, and the en- 
croachments they gradually make on 
the liberties of their fubjefts. By a 
military power fubmiflion is obtained. 
The revolution in Denmark, Sweden, 
2 * and 
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aii4 other placei^i fk^w th^t nn^itsMJ 
pow^ 19 (he darliag pa(lk)a of mo^ 

narchn. 

The Auftrian and PfUflian armies 
are, perhaps^ Marly eqpual in numbers 
and difcipline ; but the Ruffians may 
now be confidered as the arbiters of 
Germany, fince it is evident, that their 
conjundion with either power muft 
overwhelm the other.- The Auftrians 
may, perhaps, repent the having intro* 
duced the Ruffians in the lafl war, as 
the court of Berlin fccms to be on 
good terms, at prefcnt, with the Ruf- 
fian court. 

Such armies cannot long lay idle— 
the partition of Poland gave them 
fome employment, and, in fpite of 
France and Spainj thofc three powers 

have 
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have bot to agree in the cabinet on- 
the partition of the Ottoman domi* 
nions in Europe, and the Turk^ mnft 
fiibmit, 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXXI. 



SIR, Berlin. 

THE late King of Pruffia had a re- 
giment of tall men, which he colledted 
at a great expence, mod of the German 
Princes affifted in the forming this rc-^ 
giment, by fending him, without cere- 
mony, any overgrown fubjeft they met 
with.^ The loweft fize in the regiment 
was fix feet ten inches, Engliih meafure, 
many feven feet ; I faw one at Potzdam 
who meafurcd feven feet two inches* 
The King was fond of reviewing and 
Ihewing this regiment ; it is faid that 
o|i fomc occafion^ Lord Hyndford being 
prefent, the King could not but a(k him 
his opinion of them, and whether an 
M equal 
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equal number of Britifh troops would 
beat them. Lord Hyndford replied, 
he could not pretend to fay that, but 
that he believed half the number would 
try, at leaft. 

* The prefent King, when young, was 
fond of birds, his father not thinking 
that amufement fuitable to the heir of 
the crown, one day let them fly ; the 
Prince was extremely vexed, and told 
his father, that if ever he came to the 
crown, he certainly would difperfe his 
great birds in the fame manner, which 
he pundually did, giving them, how- 
ever, fome fmall penfions, or providing 
for them othcrwife. 

His Majefty, who is alfo an hu- 
mourift, being much difplcafed with his 
principal architeft, on account of fome 
egregious blunder committed in a buil- 
ding. 
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ding, difiTiiffed him from his fervice, 
giving him, however, a penfion, and a 
handfomc ftone houfe to live in, having 
previoufly ordered an afs*s head in 
ftone to be placed over every window, 
nor were the ears omitted, that, on en- 
quiry being made by thqfe who paffed 
that way, into the reafon of that fingu- 
larity, the blunders of the architeft 
might not be forgotten. This, per- 
haps, will be confidered as too fevere a 
fentence for an error in judgment (tho* 
you may recolleft an Admiral being 
fliot for it). The architect, however, 
lives there to all appearance fatisfied, 
hoping, perhaps, that his Majefty will 
one day receive him into favour. 

There is fomething of a limilar in- 

ftance of puniftiment recorded in the 

reign of Peter: Major-General Gollovin 

was fent by the Czar to Venice, to learn 

M 2 Ian- 
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languages and the art of (hip-buildings 
but he had fuck an averfion to both, 
that he hardly ftirred put of his cham- 
ber in four years refidence in that eity, 
when he returned^ and the Czar found 
that he did not know fo much as an 
Italian worlds or how-to. handle a tool 
for (hip-building j his Majefty to punifh 
him, though without any mark of dif- 
grace, declared him, for jeft-fakc, fur- 
veyor of his (hips, by the titles of Knees 
Baas (Lord Mafter Builder) and ordered 
his pi6hire to be drawn, with a compafs. 
and a ruler in his hand, furrounded 
with divers tools; and the different 
timbers of which a (hip is compofed. 
/Tis more than probable the King of 
PrulBa recoUcfted this circumftance. 
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LETTER XXXII. 



SIR, ^ Berlin, 

ALL religions arc tolerated in the 
Pruffian dominions^ nay great patt of 
his army are Roman catholics ; no jca- 
loufy arifes on that account^ and the 
King has ever found his army obedient 
and intrepid^ though compofcd of men 
of all nations and principles. 

The regiments in garrifon are obliged 
to attend divine fervice on Sundays, be 
their mode what it will, attended by 
their officers ; and it may be prefumed, 
that the general good behaviour of the 
foldiery arifes not only from the ftrift 
difcipline obferved, but dh from the 
M 3 ofihor- 
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exhortations and pathetic difcourfes ad* 
drcflcd to thenn often in particular. 

It were to be wiflied that in England 
the faoie regulations were obfcrved ; it 
is not very ufual, in London, to fee 
either officers or foldiers at the parilh 
church, probably, from this inattention 
to the morality of the men,, by theif 
officers, arifes the caufes of fo «nany of 
tlifcm committing all kinds of crimes. 
There are more ibldicrs tried in num- 
ber ill- London, for criminal offenceis^ 
than of all die inhabitants of Berlin 
together. 

In regard to his Pruffian Miajefty!s 
own belief, the world, in general, con- 
fiders him as a free-thinker, or, id other 
words, a deift y and fome works attr i^ 
buted to him confirm the conjefture. 

It 
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It is a melancholy confidcration to 
obfcrvc, that, in general, men of the 
greateft fuppofed parts, by endeavour- 
ing to dive or pry into myfteries, which 
Providence would certainly have made 
known to all men, if neceffary, fall into 
the greateft abfurdities, and what adds 
to the misfortune is, that they are im- 
prudent enough to publifli to the world 
their ideas ; to raife doubts in the minds 
of weak men, in refpedt to revelation, 
is certainly criminal, as it can neither 
^ tend to their benefit or peace of mind. 
Lord Ferrers was fenfible of this truth, 
and declared, that though he approved 
of Lx)rd Bolingbroke's fentiments, he 
totally difapprovcd their publication. 

The works attributed to his Majefty, 

were wrote at a time when Voltaire was 

his tutor in religious matters, and as 

nothing of that kind has been attri- 

M4 buted 
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butcd to him lately, it is probable that 
he has conceived more juft conceptions 
in thofe matters. 

In his perfon he appears of the mict-* 
die fize, his face full of blood, of a 
grave alpedt, though cxprelBve. The 
continual fatigue he has undergone has 
broke his conftitution very much 5 hq 
has tried various melins of keeping up 
his fpirits, for one time he drank p|en«r 
tifuUy of champaign^ at other time^ 
ftrong coffee. Spanifh fnufF is th^ 
prefect; rem^y he makes vf« of. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 



SIR, 

POTSDAM is the ufual refideacc of 
his Pruffian Majefly, it is iituated on 
a branch of the Spree, and of fome ex- 
tent ; the buildings are handfome, but, 
exclufive of the garrifon, there are very 
few inhabitants, and the grafs even 
grows in the ftreets. Notwithftanding 
the endeavours of l^is Pruffian Majefty 
to people his country, by encouraging 
emigrations from other places, it is in 
general but thinly inhabited* 

Here his Majefty retires to unbend 
his mind ; the palace is but fmall, but 
elegance itfelf, more particularly his 

ftudjrj 
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ttaAf ; in every room you find harpfi- 
c!iords> or other mufical indrumencs ; 
liis guards are ufually quartered here, 
and the officers dine at the palace at 
the King's expence. There can be no 
£acr reginicnt than the King's guards, 
they are in number near 2ooo> and 
what is lingular^ meafure from five feet 
nine inches to fix feet, they are well 
cloathcd^ and of all nations ; their ma* 
Boeuvres and evolutions are fiirprizing, 
and they fire fo c^uick that it is hardly 
credible. 

His Majefty generally dines with" 
CJCttupany* There is a room with a 
table ib contrived as to fink through 
the fioor to place the diihes on it, and 
by a fpring it afcends ; a plate is re- 
moved in the fame manner. The King 
Jbaietinaes dines or fups here with (bme 
particular perfons, and the intention is 
2 to 
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to be private, and to have no fcnrants 
privy to the converfation. Secrets of 
the utmoft confequence have often be- 
come public through the channel of 
fcrvants. * 

There are many fine ftatues in the 
garden, particularly a Neptune and 
Amphitrite, the garden is, but fmall, 
but well laid out ; the apartments are 
well furnifhed ; the throne in the au« 
dience chamber is fuperb; indeed I 
muft obferve, that I have Ao where feeii 
fo mean a throne, or furniture^ as ill 
the palace of St, James ! 

The Pruffians feem, in general^ happy 
and content ; they ^re, 'tis true, in a 
ftate of iubjedion, but the regulations 
are fo wifely conceived, and Co well and 
impartially put in force, that the whole 
community feels the advantage of them; 

no 
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fio one fct of perfons can trample oh iti 
inferiors ; the eafy redrefs to be found 
on any occafion charms the vulg^j and 
the great are taught to conform to the 
laws without murmuring. * After all it 
may be a doubt, whether the fubjefts 
of an Mi>itrary prince, who devotes 
his time and thoughts in truly promot* 
ing their benefit, are not, in reality, as 
bappy a$ thofe, who in a free ftate as 
they are Called, are harrafled by ten 
thoufan4 laws, which are often as op- 
preffive as the mofl; direft arbitrary 
power would have invented* 
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LETTER 3^XXIV* 



SIR, Magdeburg.- 

FROM Berlin I came here by a kinJ 
of ftage, being the firft 1 had met with 
in the Pruflian dominions ^ the mzd& 
art alfo good^ and provifioiis reafonable. 

In 163 1, Magdeburg was facked and 
burnt, and the inhabitants put to the 
fword. Count Tilly, the Emperor's 
General, was the man who ufed this 
unpardonable leverity. 

There is a remarkable occurrence (aid 

to have happened at this facking, that 

- laoo young maidens drowned them- 

felves in the Elbe, to preferve their 

V chaftity 
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chaftity from the violation offered by 
the Ibldiers. The King of Pruffia alfo 
mentions this anecdote, and adds, that 
thcfe examples are admirable, but rare. 
It is, however, to be hoped, that the 
circumftance is not altogether founded 
in truth ; certain it is, that the moft 
horrid crimes were committed, and that 
few efcaped but thofe who Ihut them-* 
felves up in the cathedrah 

Magdeburg is a city of confiderable 
trade, goods are brought from Ham- 
burg by the Elbe, and pay here a toll. 
It is, perhaps, worthy noticing, how 
rivers are taxed ; the current which 
feems to glide only for public good, 
yet meets reftraint from every prince 
whofe territories happen to form its 
banks, nor can wc objedb to this, when 
we recollcft that in England th^ rays of 

the 
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the fun are alfo taxed ; in Ihort, at 
prefent^ nought but the air can boafl: 
its liberty. 

It is faid that Magdeburg was 
founded by the Emperor Otho, ia 
the year 930, and there remains a 
ftatue of him in the great fquare ; thefe 
are anecdotes of confequence only to 
antiquarians. 

The prefent city is handfome and 
well inhabited, and by numbers of 
French; the fortifications are Angular, 
no lefs than fix deep ditches furround 
the place, and the works are fo low 
that at a diftance they are not perceiv- 
able, and the town feems open. The 
citadel is remarkably fl:rong ; I was told 
that a General, an able engineer, was 
confined there, who had betrayed his 
triift, and fent plans to the Auftrians, 

The - 
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The King, who knew his ability, had, 
in lieu of taking his life, confined hinri 
here, where he was well treated, and 
employed in contriving and planing 
different works for his Majefty. 

I am now quitting the Prufliap domi«- 
nions, where I have refided fbme months 
with much fatisfadion, both at Berlin 
and Magdeburg; the inhabitants are 
civil and friendly, provifions and lodg- 
ing are realbnable and convenient. Tra- 
vellers pafs through the Pruflian domi- 
nions with perfed fecurity, nor are the 
towns infefted with the idle or diffolute. 
The foil of Pruflia is but barren ; in- 
duftry, however, enables the hufband- 
man to live as comfortably as thofe who 
refide in more fertile . climates. Every 
encouragement is given to the mecha- 
nick and manufadturer, nor is the mer- 
chant 
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chant forgot in the judicious arrange- 
ment of public benefit. 

In regard to political affairs, the 
Pruffian court differs from all others ; 
we hear of no inns or outs, or parties 
combining to thwart the meafures of 
thofe who are the ading minifters. The 
farce of calling councils to debate on 
what is already determined on, is a 
pradtice unknown here. The King, 
indeed, hears the opinions of his cabi- 
net, but determines himfclf. Penfions 
and places are not given to extort the 
fanction of any one. In Pruffia the 
King guides his council; in other 
countries the council guide the King. 
In IVuffia the King is the Atlas, on 
whom the profperity of his kingdom 
refts -, in fome other countries the 
King is but a cypher* It is faid, that 
.in his convivial moments, he ventures 
N 'to 
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to rally the conduit of his brother mo- 
narchs, nor is be wanting in epithets 
to nnark their peculiar charaftcrs. The 
late Eleftor of Saxony was called the 
Porcelaine King! The foibles of the 
prefent race of fovereigns furnilh him 
with too many opportunities of exer- 
cifing a fatirical turn. 

It IS a melancholy confideration to 
rcfleft, that this kingdom, on the de- 
mife of the prefent King, will, pro- 
bably, feel the efFefts of war, like 
the flag at bay. He feems to defy his. 
foes, but his fucceffors will find it 
difficult to maintain his confequence 
with his neighbours. Silefia the Em- 
peror fighs for ! his late acquifitions 
in Poland are yet defencelcfs, nor can 
the moft fanguine hopes of his fubjefts 
remove the apprehenfions of the confe- 
quence of his death, 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXV. 



15 i R, BrunfivSck. 

Massing through Helmft<rt, where 
there is above 200 ftudents, fupported 
in part by the Duke of Brunfwick, I 
arrived at Wolfenbuttle; there are many 
groves of oak in the road, which is plea- 
faftt and romantic. 

The city of Wolfenbuttle is hut 
fmall, and the houfes are lower than 
ufual in Gerrhany. The fortifications 
are neat, but not ftrong •, and, indeed^ 
ch-e prefent mode of bombarding feems 
to render old fortifications of little ufe. 

N 2 .Brunfwick 
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Brunfwick is a handfomc city, the 
ramparts and walls are lofty, and kept 
in good order, but it would not ftand a 
licge of many days. 

. The arfehal was formerly a church, 
and now contains a number of canon, 
Ibme very large, and a quantity of 
liTiall arms, but they are not kept in 
the fame good order as they are at 
Berlin. 

There is a Angular mortar piece on 
the ramparts, weighing 90 tons, it 
throws a bomb of a thoufand weight. 
There is alfo at Mofcow a number of 
canon of a moft extraordinary fize, but 
the mode of calling thcfe extraordinary, 
but ufelefs machines, is now over. 

For a fmall court, there is no one 
where a traveller finds more fatisfadion 

than 
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than at Brunfwick, The Duke and his 
family generally dine in public, and ad- 
mittance is eafily obtained. There 
feemed to be above thirty fervants in 
waiting, and the difhes were numerous. 
The Germans have generally good ap- 
petites, nor is the bottle forgot. 

Being fair time, Brunfwick feemed 
alive ; merchants from all parts flock 
there. Payments are made at Brunf- 
wick fairs- for goods bought at others, 
as Leipfig, Frankfort, &c. and fo vice 
verfa. There is a handfome playhoufe 
here, where pantomimes are performed 
in the fame manner as in Lqndon, 
which I have not obferved any where 
elfe. There are alio concerts and maf- 
querades. 

The Brunfwick family are numerous, 

but they have not been fortunate in their 

N 3 m^ir- 
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marriages or connexions. The Britilh 
monarch takes alfo the title of Duke 
of Brunfwick. The troops of Brunf- 
wick are well cloathed and clean> 
and ma.y amount to 10,000 men ; but 
their difcipline, or appearance, is not 
equal to the Fruffian or Auftriaa 
troops. 

It feem^ ^n abfurdity in thofe Ger-^ 
man princes> who have fmall territories-^ 
to. maintain fuch bodies of troops,' fee- 
ing they a,rc of no ufe, not being fuffi- 
cient ia number to defend their terri- 
tories agaiftft the leading potentates,^ 
fliould i^cy attack them.. *Tis true, 
indeed, they have ufually been main-* 
tailed by other powers, but this policy- 
fcems to be ia a great meafure giverx 
up, France and England, the ufual 
paymafters, feem equally difpofcd ta 
drop {q ridiculQus a fyftems nothings 

therefore^ 
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therefore, but cuftom and pride, can. 
induce thefe petty fovereigns to keep 
troops in time. of profound peace, for 
oftentatipn only. 

I am, &c. 



N 4 LET* 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



SIR, Hanovcn 

FROM Brunfwick to Hanover is , 
about feven German, or forty Eng- 
lifti miles, through a very indifferent 
road. 

Nothing is more troublefome to a 
traveller than the pafllng through diffe- 
rent principalities in Germany, as there 
is continual objections to the money 
you have, nothing is generally current 
but ducats, but as they are weighed at 
every port you are continually lofing. 
The Jews intermeddle in this bufinefs, 
and, as ufual, are great ufurers. The 
ufual mode of travelling in Germany is 

by 
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by poft waggons, which are open, and 
the paflengers expofed to all weathers, 
and travel day and night. There is no 
remedy, unlefs you have a carriage of 
your own, which is alfo attended with 
many inconveniences, 

Hanover is iituated on the river 
Leina, and has a communication with 
the Wefer, by a branch of the Allcr, 
The town is but tolerabJe, and by no 
means to be compared with Berlin, or 
even Magdeburg •, the trade of Hano- 
ver is trifling, there being no manufac- 
tories or any ftaple commodity. The 
environs are generally fand or heath. 

The abfence of the Elector renders 
the court of Hanover exceeding gloomy. 
The regency, indeed, afFeft a mock 
dignity. There are French plays and 
concerts gratis •, nay, an open table is . 

kepc 
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kept in the palace, which is a large 
building, but antient, the furniture is 
chiefly tapeftry, fome of which is rich. 

The troops of Hanover arc well 
doathed, and the guards have a refem- 
blance to the.Englilh, The officers arc 
generally men of family and rank ; 
they feemed to remember the cold 
treatment they met with in England 
when they were fent for, with fbme 
acrimony. Play feems their idol, they 
arc never without dice or cards in their 
pockets, and hardly drink a difti of 
coffee without playing for it. 

Party matters formerly carried fome 
Englifhmen (b far as to treat Hanover 
with the greateft contempt, and the 
Hanoverians do not mention England 
t^ith any marks of cordial friendfhip. 
They feem to confider the abfence of 

. their 
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their Eledor as si difadvantage to thtm^ 
and this is probably true, it wis for- 
nierly fuppofed that confiderablc fuira 
of ready money were fcnt from England 
to Hanover, but this is very dcbious* 
One thing furprized me, which -was to 
find, that" the curt-ency of Hanover was 
not to be met with in Hanover. I was 
informed there was only fufBcient coined 
every year to pay the falaries, and was 
fliewn fome as a curiofity. Whether 
this is owing to its intrinfic vakie being 
above the coin of the neighbouring 
Princes, I do not know, but this cix- 
cumftance fcemcd fingular- 

' I could not forget vifiting th« c-elc- 
Sbrated gardens of Heren Haufen, ibout 
two miles from the city, through aa 
avenue of trees; the road is fandj- 
Travellers who ^ave fornned brilliant 
ideas of this place will -be very mudi^ 
• - di Cap- 
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difappointed *» the houfe is large but 
plain, the furniture middling, with a 
few good pictures j the whole hardly 
to be put in competition with a tolerable 
feat in England ; the garden is large, 
but the ftile antiquated. There is a 
kind of rural theatre, trees having teen 
planted fo as to refcmble one, which 
has a good efFc6t, but, I believe, it is 
never made ufe of. The water*works 
are father in diforder ; the taftc for j^t 
fftauxy and other fancies in that art is 
on the decline, and, indeed, the ex- 
pence is confiderable* 

The late Duke of Newcaftle, who 
was very zealous for the honour of 
England, when he attended his late 
Majefty there, made a bfillian> figure, 
he afFefted to outdo his mafter in his 
method of travelling, and parted with 
bis money fo liberally on the road, that 

he 
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he will be remembered for a long tinw 
in thofc places he paffed through* 

1 muft add, that Hanover does not 
feem to me to be a place a perfon would 
"wifh to rcfide at, who wilhes for focia-* 
bilitjr or converfation ; there is not that 
aflemblage of different nations which 
generally conftitutes variety in diver- 
fions and amufements. The Germans 
are ufually proud, and more fo when in 
a military capacity. A merchant, the* 
ever fo refponfible and well- bred, is by 
a German Baron '(perhaps not worth a 
fliilling) efteemed but a pedlar. 



t E T- 
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SI R, Hamburg* 

THE ufual route to Amfterdam h 
by way of Ofn^burg, but my incli- 
nation led me to this place. Zell i$ 
the firft pUcc I met of any notp, and, 
indeed, the road to that pi ace was thro* 
4 barren .heath, neither was the acco- 
modationa extraordjp^ry* ZelJ is ik^w 
devolved to Hanover, and is f^iiQus'for 
the ftud of horfes kept there, which is 
numerous, and the horfes in general 
beautiful, and kept at a great expence. 
The Germans, in general, are fond of 
horfes for Ihew* 

From 
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From Zell to Zcehrendorf is eight 
German mile^, the length of way feems 
ftill longer by the barren appearance of 
the country ; the villages are few, and 
thinly inhabited j indeed, except in 
Ruffia, I never met a more barren and 
wild country ; taking courage, how- 
ever, I purfued my journey, and croffing 
the Elbe at Harburg, I arrived at Ham- 
burg ; here the country appeared de- 
lightful, and the gardens, which fur- 
round the city> pleafant to a great 
degree. 

Hamburg (lands on the north fide 
of the Elbe, in the dukedom of Holr 
ftein ; its fituation for the inland trade 
of Germany renders it a place of great 
opulence. The Britifh faftory are 
ppiTefled of many privileges, but their 
proportion of the trade feems on the 
decline. 

There 
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There arc a confiderablc number of 
fusrar-bakcrs here, who are furnifhcd 
with raw fugars by the French, who 
not having a confumption for their fu- 
gars, export great quantities, and at a 
lower price than can be afforded in 
England, owing to the prodigious con- 
fumption there, occafioncd by the ge- 
neral ufe of tea, a fafliion not preva- 
lent in France. 

Not only Hamburg fcrves great part 
of Germany with refined " fugars, but 
what is Angular, England is provided 
with the manufafturers of fugar from 
Germany, the bufinefs, which is labo- 
rious, not fuiting the difpofition of 
other nations. 

Callicoe printing is another confide- 
rablc branch of bufinefs, chiefly in com- 
mon goods. The merchants here greatly 

encourage 
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encoui^ ' cher cenllgnmeots ; Qf ig^(»d^ 
frorn-^ci^her i)laces» bjr advanjcmg fidfn^ 
of money o^ tlie ig0iq4« *tiUTpil<fe IW#. 
it is not unufual here^ to borrow on a 

c^omp^fed rof i^inr^B^rgdgjfafteni^ r under^ 
tbcm iwrc] fw^iity-four Scnaf prs^ tfn , ojf 
whic^;:^]^ i^^, (iP t))c \^:^ the.ii^ ;u:e 
ihop'keepers orTtierchants. The Sena- 
tors are chofe for life. Civil fuits are 
determiocd by the fenate^ but the . 
Qurghers jom m the deterniiiiation of 

^ Thore are .five parilhes in the city of 
H^l^i^,:aqd when a new taijs:^ or Uie; 
co^jiijjiptif^ijpf d pni^s is to be fixed, . 
the^ gyighfrs beconie; of jconfeqite^ice. 
Fif^ of J each parifti muft beprefcnt at 

'\-V O' the 



Digitized by Google 



c t94 y 

^1^ whit 13 fthgular/tfifedtf ^i»c 
Am dttf i'h^ rfiis' cettiAotty; ' ;•"' ^^ • 

^Tfce V(ii^ of befimtt£ li^ i^^i^ 
times endeavoured to obtain f^ttns W' 
money of the city of Hamburgh on 
frivolous pretences, and liasj iiv part^ 
foccceUetfj die' citf oF'Alteni^/wbkfi* 
it not a niile tiiffiaiit fibm Hattbw%, 
and belbh^ng tb the Dah^y i*-^-pe#- 
pctuaf fource of jealoufy lo * the Ham- 
burghers. ' '' ' ^ ^^ 

Altena is the aiyIum'of'dW>tcfsihd^ 
criminals, who fly from Hamburg arid 
the neighbouring places^ and is a lars;e 
town, though not handfome. In Ham- 
burg the eftablifiierffeligkih isthit'Eu- 
therair. ' ' It' is firij^W, - that ftomto 
CathoTicij and fcalvinifts are loo&eil on 
with jcahmfy and caution in Hamburgi '• 
- - ^ ^ ^hiic 
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irhile Jews are indulged. . la iMtenM^ 
oh thecoal(nu7, all rcligtpm are fuSered^ 
notwuIiftaiidHig the endeavoi^^ ^,^ 
DaniQx najiefty* Altena has i^Qt phe 
appearaMe of f^tflence^' there zip but 
very few. iperchants of zny not^ thofe 
poflefled pf wealth efteeming their pro* 
pcrty more fccure in Hamburg, as a 
hanfetown^than^.jn Altena, as under 
the liing of Denmadck 

.^ Thc^arr}|on, of Hamburg fcarce ex- 
ceeds 1500: men, but their, gates arft 
flxul^ icarlyy whifb, is a great incohye- 
nicnce to the inhabitants who have gar- 
dens, ^ pr fond of C9untfy /excurfions> 
nor can admittance be obtajine^ oj^^ apy. 
pretence, whereas Altena is not ^[al^*. 

Hamburg, fince the navigation of 
the Baltic is become fo general, has 
naturally fufFered in its trade, and even 
O 2 with 
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with' England- it decreases, die in- 
troduftil>h of Ruffia ' lincmT Kavihg a(f^ 
ft^ed cdnfidcrabJy' tlhat of Germany. 
Thte rapid progrcfs of our Iriih manu- 
(sL&uv^d, and the additional duties on 
lawns and Hollandst have alfo contri- 
biited to afitft this partof theic trade« 

The inhabitants of Hamburg arc 
wealthy, moft of the merchants opu« 
lent ; they are not parfimonious as in 
Holland, and they afiefi: much expence 
and prodigality on the occafions of mar* 
riages, tfariftehings or burials ; ib that 
it has been obfenred, that where thoife- 
three circomftances happened to one 
family in the courfe of a year, it was 
fufiicient to ruin them. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXVlli; 



SIR, Amfferdam. 

FROM Hamburg ta Blankenefs is 
two German miles, from thence t^ 
Clofter Seven is four German ' mifes, 
from thence to Otterfburg is three more^ . 
and from thence to Bremen is thret 
German miles. In this whole route 
there is nothing that gives the traveller 
any £itisfa4tion or pleafure^ th^ country 
being heathy woDch: or morals^ and 
thinly inhabited, tht accommodations' 
very iadifferent^ and the expence of tra» 
veiling confiderable. The laft two or 
three miles as yon approach Bremen i%^ 
hndy, but thefe di&g^eeable and tire* 
fimie Toutes only ienre to heighten the 
O3 pleafure 
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pltaiure travellers receive at their arrt* 
val at a city of any note, more particu- 
larly if ihcy havp any letters of recom- 
mendation, which^ indeed^ a traveller 
Ihould always be provided witb^ as not 
only he has the pleafure of fpending 
his time nnore agreeably^ but he is left 
liable to be impofed on. j 

Commercial people have,, iq thif xf^ 
fp^&, a eo|iifid^a;^lc adyan^ng* Rvcf 
private periEi^ia^ «v gentry, w Jhfy, 
probfbljrs r^alixt/prpfit whb <sWighu 
Tbis.p^rt of the urorid would fumifii 
i»(^:cmertiiiiin?ent to ^aiywag.tMysdleF^ 
Irho fceks: no other. ^od ip htsiti^v^ 
(hm at»ufe«w«l;Oi: gaUantiy> iBafjuc-i 
r^^es or opei^$i; nor wouM he, iiv 
Weftphalia. or tihe neighbouirtng^coun-^ 
trioS) ibei the adopkation of the kdie^ 
mtsicly for Ibeing i cQxcdn^. ' Suck 
perfona do vcey wifely^ ia beginning. 

their 
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ta (^ iimmfta c\tf u4 tin^ liU t^. 

ajQt»m laoi^erabk trade, <vi»i -ilur^iQH 
ir«i ixstrigabk fiii^la^ €aifd)ap att> fiie^ 
obm^-they^arej. .bowttviti^ sl^timiiing 
pe0^» tlie ihiiainisafilft are cmhmf 
jftutediat 30^000 or H^watds; timfcsny 
m ■' a ^morei mn&itrs^ txsjAt #itb 
Fraiiic^4lKm^iytt^:£«gl<^ bohsg/fiipU 
plii^d wi^ raw fiigai i and 6thcir Wjefl;-: 
India commodities from thewe* It 
may be worth obfervingy how much 
ftmk bei>6lSd4l thie WelMhdia trade is 
l»'^f;k« Fr«i«:tl thiLn tOt the Eng^lUh^ 
O 4 fince 
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«f whait they iaq)Qrt, fibp ndiidi- tbc3^ 
itccive a cpnfi^abik balance inCpecitf 
whereas our im^nitktn' «C fiigaf aifid 
indigo are hardlf equal to our own con- 
fiimpiibhs k'is Qik| fauloe4 dMCJ#^ 
we had Guadaloupe^ * and die* other 
French lugarifland% that trade feli ioMr 
wr.>aadv €o thd^grcftl lo6 attl d«^ 
trimmt >df fr9ukt% .a»d»iim ateoJn<' 
niercial«iow9..it.watf'iaui b npaKfa wudde 
Cfgrorcto reftone. thc^iflahda £o(ttim€akit 
9£ Canada, of no utalye^to .England; 
wbo poflefled too much there alpcady ; 
oof^ iiia^Uical/Ughti was hjudittoua. 
lb : remove, thole Mho were :a thorn in 
the. Americans fide». finte it would Jiave 
attra&ed. their attention from dthier 
concerns. 

: Tl\ere is nothing parflcyj^; i* Rrc- , 
mw, but tbe.figyr^ oi^ wutttiftaotoow, 

ia 
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W^e^aritit-pkce, nearly fifteen feet 
hjgKi reprefcriting a general, who, 'tis 
fatd>' fayed the city, when in danger; 
ftoth-^e ^Swedes'; and 4 churchy 
tallied the Great Dome, theH; is a vault 
und^ it whei^ th^re are bodies/ who, 
ftis faid, havfe been depofited there 
ilJoVr a IfxfiMft-ed^'iindTixty years, the' 
hk'^difeoWff&d abdve "fifty years fince. 
^Ite^mn 'they are d^el!^ m fe entire^ 
MfeiRSdiiig tiller,' thek ^ifs pctrchedi 
faiuc di^k^feafsiirtfi diftingbilhaUir. SoiMi 
iriittiificaLpeof^ ham wifliedto foe bu^ 
md thereviin Itopes of remaining m 
tte'fame^atei Im, this is notpermitt^; 
\-^nL' : 'io i: ii .'i i " : t.' «' ' • 
A mile from Bremen you re-enter the 
Hanoverian dominions^ and at about 
threeOdrma^ miles^ diibuice is Wilde^ 
Auien^^ in that go^i?rnment. At about 
the fame diAmte Is Kloppenberg, in 
«}ie^ ^"^itop of • Munfter's tex:ritories. 
o Faffing 



Digitized by Google 



( *^ ) 

Pafing on to LofftjajkiffKm^FOH.cofic^ Ui 
Haflelone^ ftiU belofigi^ig to the Biihop^ 
^ho U Eleaor of Co}ogiekc j iWe. lurt 
9U mean place$ ; in (h«Mt liibre :«h* 
finall gaiTiibi)> of no o|ber u^ff t|p|: (a 
Uve on tHc indiiftiy t|n4 iwrs^ oC'tM 
lohabitants. I now caoM.to/Upgfbi 
vhkh U fu^e^ to the Kh^/of ?ni0iai 
^Is is a clean^ ^UTisvUt jt9im<. il JCoi44 

ffreen^tbo^plMeft folise&ito i^eiciIcfiiltiQ 
Md iecidar pnneM; intim eoekfiafiie 
t«ititorie»>. trade .flttd tioffmuxx^^ftettm 
afinihilated^ ia lietr «f .mai(m£ttftQifiea 
ve find eoovciitsi. JO'lfcii <^:imUii 
crucifixes, and in lieu of induftiy^ 

... I 
. ' J- ...» , \ 

I now cante into i&e 4Q!mfii)oiiS:pf 

ibe United Pro^inee8» and arri>ied ift 

Korth<^A> and from thenceJjeifitte tb 

ikimello^ where thcils is tanoafmfiiiiEtofjfr 

of 



Digitized by Google 



( "3 ) 

p^it coaGdf rable quantities iput (in» 
tte imfraVonAeaO in Iriih lineiH tTm 
WaosJutttciities* 

From Almello you pafa on to Daven* 
ttTf which is a largetcity, fidiatcon the 
nicer YflfiL The tojls Wc arc intok? 
pahh ;. t)«m is a ftrong garrifmi,^ tod 
tiie fhogs hem well filkdnrith jU kSnd^ 
€(f1 m^chiuufisc. Lcivtng JDoventsr 
you {»fs by Loo, a feat of the Princa 
of Orange, and come ta a village called 
Voorthufen; and about (ix Englifli miles 
fiinber -isL Ainenifiirt, a * coofidei-iblc 
wnn on th<i jriver Eem4 the dhu^K b 
tMge^ and haa acurioui iet.ofcchimeij 
F^mb^ Amersfbrt, at abovr the fono 
^ibance, u Naarden, a plea&nt. city, 
l^aaiiidrl has fufTered oh feveral loccay 
iions; being abound^y to tbe^^mirinU 
(^ Hc41wd^ it is .ftili well fortified^ 

the 
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the inhabitaiits were moAIjr maAerM 
at the ncrcJution of the United Pro* 
▼incet. It Hm been fince taken bf the 
French^ and retaken by the^Prince of 
Orange. 

From Naarden to Amfterdam is about 
fix Engliih miles; the country^ mea- 
dows and canals. To ftrangers Hol« 
liiid'fieim in daiiger of being evoy 
liour ove'rflowed,^ and^ indeed, it i$ by 
dint of induftry and expence that die 
oountry^iifared* 

: Tht tovns ' in . Holland lu^i fo nearly 
alike^ tbatl kxrt lU^tly mentioned 
tkeraitoarcnd repetition. They are 
dean and well*buik> the churches lai^ 
and faondibrne ; a Ipirit of induftry» 
joined to parfim()ny» reigns ia every 
Hollamler^ young br old. It is feldom 
tbitt diildren impair the patrimdi^. oC 

their 



Digitized by Google 



1 



( ^5 > 

their ^ceftors;' inotiey is' their id(A, 
to obtain which nothing tan ctfth^' 
them* in the power of iivduftry or tM^ 
nomy. 

Generally freaking, 'moil nations 
have a natural propeniity to wifh well 
to their rclpcaiv.e countries, nay, have 
an affedion for it* This fympathy is 
not the marked charadler of the Duteh, 
they have been known to furailh 
powder to thofe who were befieging 
their own towns^ nay, to have betrayed 
them. 

Holpitality they have no idea of; 
llrangers are very coolly received, un- 
lefs intereft is in view, even by th^ 
ftierchants or wealthy people. Chari- 
ties there are, indeed, many, but they 
are cftablilhed mon^ by neceiSty than 

otherwifr. 



Digitized by Google 



C *^ ) 

n(k.' laiwcd^ k muft be owiied^ 
die fcgulatkms of their ^fpital& far 
cMMd. thofe in Engl<ad> pr; ^Mc^ 
vhere* 
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6 I l|> Anftfrdm^ 

ALTHOUGH Amftinfam i^ iMwr,-. 
in cVerjr r<l})c6b, one of the firft cities 
of tjic^wdrld, its fearlicft beginning is 
but about 400 years, and not 300 fincc 
it was walled, fince that time it has 
betn fevertl trrtes enlarged. Thcfor- 
tifications are not cohfiderable, indeed 
the natural fituation of it is the beft 
defence it is capable of. 

Thife'^mott cohfideraWe buildings in 

Aniffierftam are the Stadthoufe and the 

Exchange j the firft has been fo 6ften, 

and fo amply defcribed, '^that f fliall 

I juft^ 



Digitized by Google 



<. «* >• 

joftobfenre, that the foundations of ic 
were laid in 1648^ that it was finished 
in about eight year% and is iiippofed to 
have coil ^oo^oop L ^ *j - t - 

The moft lingular circumftance of 
the Amfterdam Bank is^ that it differs 
from that of London^ the Bank of 
I^wdoi^ leaving, leot !P^e/iip)WI.ft^- 
icrrbed by the proprietors to .tij^M^jpf.* 
Ycmmcntj receive an intenefl: whick^ 
they repay to the proprietors, whereas^' 

in the Amfterdam Bank> thw receive. 

...» f » .. 4 1* . 

only the bed and pure& j^u|liou.Qr Ci^^ . 
and pay nowtercft^ , . , ; ^ ! .:.r.i: 

Money thus realized , in, die; 6ank,[. 
becomes of more value than the current 
n\oney :ab|roa4, by four or five p^rxcgt. 
and payments are made in Bank.fl;i(Mi:^y^- 
by traBsferring/rom one man's .accocint 1 
to theothgr^ as we do ftock, for the 

bullion 
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bullion or coin is ^Cvf*r refunded, nei- 
ther do they ifTue bcta4s or bank notes, ' 
which I am furprized at, as it would 
tend to increafe their real capital by a 
nominal one, and the mode of trans- 
ferring is attended with trbubk. What 
their fund in fpecie amounts to is un- 
known ; fome talk of thirty millions^ 
but that is hartily true, and, probablyj^ 
the exigencies of ftate have drained 
part of it ; for though individuals are^ , 
rich in Holland^ the ftate is much in debt* 

The exchange of Amfterdam is about 
250 feet long, and 140 broad, built of 
ilone, but not fo airy and elegant as 
the exchange of London, though I apn 
prehend the tranfadtions to be full as 
confiderable* 

Amfterdam being entirely a commer- 
cial cityi jalmoft every perfon has con- 
F nedbions 
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AedioAs ill fatifine&s whereas, in LoH^' 
doily the cafe is vefy different ; befides ^ 
Amfterdam is a bank for Yriiaiy othtr 
coitntriesi all the 'goods fhipped ^St 
Ruffia, Sweden^ Poland and G^mianfj 
are generally paid for through the me^ 
dium of Amfterdam, fo that theDiitc^ 
lay a kind Of tribute on 'the traniadions 
of other countries. 

Holland may be called the grand 
magazine for European and Indian com* ' 
modities ; every article may be purcha- 
fed there nearly as cheap as in the place 
of their growth, ofteh cheaper, as tfe 
provident Dutchman ever purcKaSs 
when articles are low abr'odd^ on ^c* 
culation. Even the Englilh funds arc 
regularly bought and foldt^cre, oil 
time, in the Englifli niode, and they 
often prove equal to the Iharpeft job* 
bers here, . 

f In 
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' in rcfpcft to the religion of the iri- 
habitants^ the eftabliihed faith is Cal- 
vin'sj but all feds and modes are tole-i^ 
rated^ Lutherans^ Catholicks^ Anabap-* 
tifts, JcwSi nay poflibly Mahomet would 
have been fuffered^ had he kept cjear 
of fiate matters. Of all religions their 
poverty h ccrtaihly the worft* 

Thert arcfomegooAcabinets in Hol- 
liritt, and triany good piftures tp be 
feehj but they are rather cohfidered as 
articles to be bought ^nd foid^ tb^ 
kept ^ their tmrit* 
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Letter xl. 



SI R, Hague. 

THE convcnicncy of water carriage 
renders travelling reafonable and plea- 
fant in Holland. In lefs than three 
hours I reached Haerlem ; this town is 
antient^ and Sourifhed in 1155 ; it has 
been twice burnt^ and, in 15751 was 
taken by the Spaniards, after a fiege.of 
eight months, who treated the inhabi- 
tants roughly, and put the remainder of 
the garrifon to the fword, Haerlem is 
famous for the bleaching grounds about 
it, faid to be preferable to that of any 
other country. This city lays claim to 
the invention of printing ; this fad): ytt 

remains 
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remains a doubt, and^ probably, Ivill 
cvcffo. 

: From Hacrlem to Leyden is about 
iixteen Englifh miles ; this city has a 
confiderable univerfity, reforted to by 
ftudents of all nations, who have pe- 
culiar privileges. The air of Leyden 
is unwholefome, owing tc^ the waters 
being ftagnated, not having the benefit 
of the tides to keep the waters fweet. 

In 1574, it wasbefieged by the Spa- 
niards, and defended itfelf five months, 
when it was relieved by Count Lewis 
Naflau; the Tnhabitants were reduced 
to the greatcft extremity. The public 
fpirit of thofe times, and the love of 
liberty they fhewed, feemed to have 
declined very much in their fucceflbrs* 

^ P 3 From 
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Iprpm Leyiden to the Hi^;ue tho pa£- 
fage is three hours. This place may bf 
confidered as the firft village in Europe, 
being an afiennblagie of niag^iHicent 
hollies ; mofl of the Dutch nobility T9r 
fide here^and pl^y is carried on to a great 
excefs, as not only the ftates afleoib^c, 
but the foreign minift(;rs rt&^c here ; i( 
naturally refults^- that diverfipn an4 
an^ufement reigns here to a great de? 
grce. Their concerts are fQmetim^^ 
good^ but their theatric entertainments 
^rc very indifFcrept, being chiefly 
ftroUers fronri other places. The 
Putch are ^he worft p)ayers I ever 
faFi neither is their language fidaptecl 
to exprpfs f^ntiment pr paflloii^ 

Some pf the hc& regiments in the 
Dutch fcrvicc arc yfually quartered 
here, particularly pavalry, which ftill 
f nlivf ns the place, but though )t is one 

Pf 
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of the moft plcafant places in lfIolland> 
rich merchants do not retire there* 
The Dutch nobility are exceeding proud 
(though fometimes poor) the niilitary 
generally fo. A blunt Dutchman^ with 
half a million of guilders, would be 
very little courted at the Hague, if no? 
created with contempt, ihpuld he offer 
tA inix in their parties. They differ ia 
this very much with the Ei^lifh cuf- 
toms, where not only merchants, or 
private perfons of real property, are fit 
company every where, but where (har- 
pers of no property, not only find 
means to be welj received at public 
places, but generally ftrip thofe who ar^ 
fo polite as to accept of their company. 



P 4 LET. 

Digitized by Google 



( "6 ) 



LETTER XLI. 



SIR, Helyoec. 

I DID not think to trouble you with 
tny more letters, but contrary winds 
detaining me here, I Ihall continue to 
give you my fentimcnts of this country. 

Recollefting that a hundred years 
ago Holland was able to vie with 
England in naval matters, and know- 
ing that Helvoet was one of their prin- 
cipal naval yards, I had fome expcfta- 
tion of feeing, at leaft, a tolerable fleet 
in repair -, this, however, is not the 
cafe, there being hardly a dozen men 

of 
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of war here, and thofe not equipped 
for fcrvice. 

The general maxim Holland feems 
to have adopted, of taking no part in 
the diiputes of her neighbours, may, 
probably, be the reafon of this relaxa- 
tion of the States in naval and military 
affairs. Should, however, France or 
England force Holland into a war their ^ 
trade would infallibly be ruined. 

Holland is critically fituated between 
England and France, her fubjedts hav- 
ing fo confiderable a property in the 
fiinds of each country, this will ever 
caufe thofe individuals to oppofe every 
attempt of France or England, to 
make them take an active part in any 
war that may arife ; exclufive of that, 
wealth has relaxed the nerves of difci- 
pline and good government. The Stadt- 

holder. 
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liold^r, in cafe of waji:, would bccpri^ 
of confequence. A great part of Hol- 
land deteft even the name of Stadt* 
ho^r, ^4 viU OCFer. ^vc hin^i an 
j^portupity. o( csjQpt^in^ jj-om that Ifind 
<^ obfcurity he i$ no^ in. - 

The Dutch are certainly not able tQ 
defend themfelves in their prefent fitua- 
tioo, nor c^ Great Britain, i^: prefent, 
afford them (hat alilftance neceipuyi 
they feem tenacious of liberty, but take 
fhpr chance fpf x(s cc;nti;ipance, they 
biiye refifted a foreign tyraiiDy (o f^b* 
mit to a domeflic one. Sir y^i{liaqi 
Tpipplc, who knew them well, fays, 
^* Thus thefe ftomachfql people, who 
*^ could not endure the Jcaft exercife of 
** ^rljitrary pp^ef of impQflt^on^ or 
^' ^h? fight of any foreign tropp* under 
♦^ tb9 Spanifli goycrnmcnt, have beci^ 

^^ 6rcs 
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^ fince inured to them aU, in the 
'* higheft degree, under their own po- 
^' pular magiftrates, bridled with hard 
^^ laws, terrified with fcvere executions, 
''environed with foreign forces, an4 
f • opprefied with the naoft cruel hard* 
'^ fliips and variety of taxes everknpwn 
^* in any government." 

Sir William Temple's idea of HoU 
land, and its inhabitants, is too flat* 
tering fb be critically juft — 'tis a cbur^- 
tier's language; *^ Holland is a coun- 
^' try isfhere fhe earth is better than the 
^ air, and profit mpre in requeft than 
^* honour ; where there is more fcnfe 
*' than wit ; more good-nature than 
^' good-humour 5 and more wealth than 
*^ pleafure ; where a man would chufc 
<^ rather to travel than to live ; Ihal) 
^^Jipd more things %o obfcrve than 

'^ defire, 
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"dcfirc> and more pcrfons to eftcem 
*• than to love.*' • • 

Sir William naturally drew his com- 
panion from thofc in a rank above the 
common, and fo far he is right; but 
would he have defcribed the generality 
of them truly, he would have added, 
that they were brutifh, illiterate, ava- 
ricious, jealous, revengeful J pofTefled 
of neither gcneroGty, feeling or hu- 
manity. 

I had almofi: forgot to fay any thing 
of the Dutch ladies,, thofe of rank and 
faftiion are well-bred, although their 
education is neglefted; their counte- 
nance^ are rather heavy and unmeaning, 
their fhapes indifferent, their teeth in 
general bad, their completion pale, 
owTi^ to the moift air of Holland, 

They 
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They feldom breed after thirty, nor in 
general fo long. 

But although this pi£ture may not l^ 
flattering, juftice obliges us to add, 
that they aje induftrious and virtuous ; 
jaftions ofcrim. con. are unknown among 
the great, nor are the lower fort fp 
polite as to part with their wives on 
every occafion, as good natured Eng- 
liih hufbands do« 

There is a natural defire imprinted 
in every mortal to return to his native 
country j delayed by contrary winds, 
on the verge of treading on Englifli 
ground, I feel the truth of the obfer- 
vation. 

The pleafures of travelling are cer- 
tainly beyond common conception ; 
from every nation, from even every cir- 

cumflancc, 
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cumffiwce, travellers will Bad many o<?- 
cafions CO admire the cbnftitution and 
comforts of their own countiy. To a 
traveller of obfirrvatioil^ many things 
appear of confequcnce which others 
cfteem as trifles. Happy will he be on 
his return^ if he can retain and follow" 
the good examples he has met with> 
and forget the bad ones. 
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